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Ground or computer drive floor chain, Variable
speed spinners, Chain and bar floor for more
accurate delivery to spinners.
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here’s something wonderfully
Timperfect about a rural
Christmas.

It never unfolds with the polished
ease of a magazine spread — and
that’s precisely what makes it special.
While the rest of the country might
be worrying about table settings or
matching serviettes, our version tends
be a bit messy, a bit loud and very kiwi.

It's kids racing around on
motorbikes, the smell of sunscreen
and silage mingling in the heat, dogs
circling the ham with tactical precision,
and someone remembering mid-
morning that a gate still needs fixing
before the nor'wester gets up.

Lunch is served when the jobs
are done — or at least paused — and
somehow it all works out.

It has been a big year for rural
families. The weather has been
unpredictable, the workloads have
been relentless, and the emotional
load many people carry has been
heavier than most will ever admit out
loud.

Yet across the South Island, I've seen
the same thing repeated: neighbours
showing up, communities stepping
in, people doing what needs to be
done without fuss or fanfare. Rural
New Zealand has always thrived on
collaboration, shared effort, and a
quiet understanding that none of us is
an island.

But Christmas has a way of
magnifying both joy and absence.
While many households will be full,
loud, and overflowing with the usual
rural energy, others will feel the ache of

someone missing - a chair at the table
that once was filled. Whether that loss
is recent or long-carried, whether it’s
a family member, a friend, or simply
someone who no longer walks the
same track with you, that empty space
isreal.

If that’s part of your story this year,
please know you're not alone. Rural life
is built on connection, and there are
people, neighbours, and organisations
— including the Rural Support Trust —
ready to offer a listening ear, a cuppa,
or a hand when the days feel heavy.

I'hope Christmas brings you
connection, joy and space for rest.
The warmth of shared meals. Kids
running through sprinklers, paddocks
humming with summer life, or the
sweet relief of sitting under the shade
of a tree with not much to do for a
moment. [ hope you feel a sense
of pride that as Kiwis sit down for
Christmas dinner, you contributed
even in some small way to the food
on their plates. These small, fleeting
moments are the ones that anchor us
every day, not just in the festive season.

As we wrap up 2025, I want to say
thank you for welcoming the Rural
Guardian into your homes, sheds, and
daily routines. Thank you for reading,
for sharing your stories, and for
supporting a publication that is proud
of our country’s farmers and firmly
grounded in the heart of New Zealand.
It’s a privilege to tell your stories, and
one I don’t take lightly.

From my family to yours, I wish you
a safe, restful Christmas and a fresh,
optimistic start to 2026.

@f

Be part of our growing rural
community — follow @ruralguardian
on Instagram and Facebook for more
real-life stories, farm inspiration,
lifestyle features and what’s coming
up in the next issue.
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ACL proves culture and compliance build stronger foundations

ACL has built a strong reputation as a
workplace where people feel supported,
respected, and encouraged to grow.

Conversations with team leaders Jane Jolly and Aaron
Gairns reveal a company that places equal value on its
people, its customers, and its community.

Culture is often the first thing visitors notice.

Staff speak proudly about the positive atmosphere and
the strong sense of teamwork that guides the business
each day.

This culture has been shaped carefully over time, with a
focus on safety, quality, and development.

A major part of ACL's success comes from earning three
internationally recognised ISO standards for quality,
environmental care, and health and safety.

These standards require clear procedures, strong
systems, and a commitment to doing the job right.

“For customers, it means ACL consistently delivers work
that meets strict global expectations and New Zealand
requirements,” Aaron said.

Safety sits at the heart of the company.

1 Range Street,
Ashburton

ACUL

ACL has held its health and safety certification for
almost a decade, supported by detailed training for all
team members.

Our staff learn how to operate safely at heights, in
confined spaces, and with specialised equipment.

“These skills help ensure every person on site is
protected and confident in the work they do.” says Aaron.

Environmental care is also a priority.

ACL runs recycling programs, reuses materials where
possible, and manages waste responsibly.

The company offers sustainable product options,
helping customers choose services that support a
cleaner future.

These efforts strengthen ACL's position when
competing for large projects, where environmental
standards are increasingly important.

For clients, the benefit is clear.

The team arrive with the right training, the right tools,
and the knowledge to follow proven procedures.

When improvements are needed, ACL reviews its
processes and looks for smarter, safer ways to work.

The company aims to keep moving forward, not simply

86 Hilton Hwy,
Timaru

repeat old methods.

Staff well-being is supported through programs such
as WorkWell, which gathers feedback directly from
employees.

“Even in a tight labour market, these initiatives have
helped ACL keep experienced staff and attract new
talent.”

New workers join a two-year Sitemates program that
checks in regularly to ensure they are supported and
confident.

Team members also receive access to physiotherapy, a
yearly well-being grant, and help with doctor visits.

With strong values, clear pathways for growth, and a
commitment to excellence, ACL continues to set a high
standard for both customers and staff.

“The more engaged people are, the more they enjoy
coming to work — and that shows in everything we do,”

CALL TODAY

03 308 4039

www.ashcon.co.nz
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Funding fuels Hurunui ag-tech start-up

CLAIRE INKSON

mua, a Canterbury start-up
A)ased on a farm near Waiau

in the Hurunui district is
developing world-first wearable
technology for cows that could
change how farmers manage
nitrogen on farm.

For Amua co-founder and chief
executive Roger Johnson, a North
Canterbury farmer, the idea grew
from a desire to find a practical,
farmer-led solution.

“We're a bunch of farmers
working on this for other farmers.
The whole idea is to use what we've
already got on farm, turning a
natural resource into something
that grows more pasture and saves
money on fertiliser”

Amua has secured $1.2 million
in seed funding from AgriZeroNZ
to accelerate the development
of its smart device, designed to
repurpose nitrogen in cow urine as
fertiliser.

By dispersing concentrated
urine patches across the paddock,
the device has the potential
to deliver the same pasture
growth as synthetic fertiliser,
while dramatically reducing
environmental impacts.

Modelling by AgResearch
suggests reductions in nitrous
oxide emissions of up to 95 percent
and nitrate leaching by 93 percent.

Johnson says it makes little sense
for New Zealand to rely so heavily
on imported nitrogen when a rich
natural source already exists within
farm systems.

“About 70 percent of nitrogen
used in New Zealand is imported,
yet we're sitting on an incredible
nitrogen resource right here on our
own farms.”

“This isn’t about methane. It’s
a simple, practical solution to
help farmers cut costs and reduce
nitrogen loss at the same time.”

While details remain under
wraps until patents are finalised,
Johnson says more than two
years of research support the
technology’s potential.

“We’ve made some big claims on
our website, but they're real and
backed by more than two years of
research. It's exciting, but we just
have to be careful until the patent
process is complete.”

The $1.2 million investment
from AgriZeroNZ is part of a seed-
funding round to move the project
toward a minimum viable product
(a basic but functional prototype)
and pilot farm trials in 2026.

AgriZeroNZ chief executive
Wayne McNee says Amua

Triple drum extra wide = triple treat!

North Canterbury farmer Roger Johnson says it makes little sense for New Zealand to rely so heavily on

imported nitrogen when a rich natural source already exists within farm systems.

By dispersing concentrated urine patches across the paddock, the
device has the potential to deliver the same pasture growth as synthetic
fertiliser while dramatically reducing environmental impacts.

represents a fresh approach to
tackling a longstanding challenge.
“Amua is a brilliant example of
Kiwi ingenuity to tackle a common
challenge on-farm and potentially
deliver a range of environmental
and economic benefits,” he said.
“Methane gets a lot of attention
in the emissions landscape, but
cutting back nitrous oxide can also
play an important role in lowering

our overall emissions and meeting
the targets set by some of our
biggest export customers.”

Economic Growth Minister
Nicola Willis also praised the
innovation, calling it an example of
grassroots ingenuity at work.

“This is Kiwi innovation at its
best: smart technology designed
on the farm, for the farm, turning
waste into a valuable fertiliser

PHOTOS SUPPLIED

AgriZero ghief executive Wayne McKee
describes Amua as a ‘ brilliant example of
Kiwi ingenuity’.

and maintaining New Zealand’s
leadership in low-emissions
pasture-based farming,” Willis said.
Johnson says the focus remains
on delivering a practical, cost-
effective tool for farmers.
“What we're doing has to be
a win for farm revenue. If we're
asking farmers to change how
they’ve managed nitrogen for
decades, it needs to be a no

Plucks Engineering Generational Rollers of Choice Since 1966

Proud to see our rollers from the 1960°s, 1970’s, and 1980’s being passed down to the third generation of ownership and still being used today.

Spring loaded drawbar, optional

extra for a new or current roller!

Diameter, when size matters!

brainer, more pasture for less cost.

Johnson says the technology is
about practical innovation, not
theory.

“This is just Kiwi farmers helping
Kiwi farmers.

“We’ll be able to share more
detail once further patents are
published next year, and then we
can really show people what this
technology can do.”

Reduce tractor hours & time in the cab!

REMOVE SOLID COLLISIONS
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TOWING CONNECTION

2nd hand trade-ins welcome

TRADEIN AND TRADEUP AND OFFSET

THE COST
OF A NEW ROLLER

Double roller towing frame
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SUCCESS STORY

Kyle Park Dairy Farm - A Record Rural Result

Kyle Park presented a compelling opportunity to
acquire a large-scale, well-established 394-hectare
dairy farm in a prime Canterbury location.
Converted to dairy in 2016 following a long history
of intensive arable and vegetable production,
the property now operates as an A2 herd under
Synlait’s ‘Lead with Pride Gold Elite’ programme,
reflecting its high standards of management
and sustainability.

FARM OPERATION AND PERFORMANCE

The farm consistently milks 1,350 cows,

achieving a strong annual production average of
625,640kgMS. Environmental risks are managed
through a comprehensive set of standard operating
procedures, ensuring both compliance and ease

of management.

Kyle Park’s design supports operational efficiency,
with a network of all-weather lanes, including
newly capped sections and regular pivot track
maintenance, allowing seamless stock movement
across the property.

Reliable, cost-effective water is a key feature, with
the primary supply drawn from low-cost bore water,
supplemented by additional supply through the
Acton Irrigation Scheme. This dual-source system
ensures consistent pasture growth and reliable

feed supply throughout the year.

INFRASTRUCTURE AND ASSETS
Infrastructure across the farm is of an
exceptionally high standard, featuring:

¢ An 80-bail rotary dairy shed fitted with
Waikato plant and automatic cup removers.

¢ Protrack system, circular yard with auto
wash, and an automatic drafting gate for
efficient herd management.

¢ Well-maintained support facilities and
housing designed for a large-scale operation.

FINANCIAL AND OPERATIONAL STRENGTH

Kyle Park has consistently demonstrated

strong profitability, sitting in a “sweet spot” for
performance based on its stocking rate, production
levels, and supplementary feed inputs. The farm’s
efficient systems and quality infrastructure support
sustainable returns and operational resilience.

MARKETING CAMPAIGN

A widespread and high-impact marketing campaign
was executed through Bayleys’ nationwide Country
portfolio, complemented by a targeted media
release and strategic placements across multiple
publications including The Christchurch

Press, Selwyn Times, Farmers Weekly and the
Ashburton Courier.

The campaign was further enhanced by a rural
mailbox drop, social media advertising, and
professional photography, video, and reels to
engage a broad audience of potential buyers.

MARKET ENGAGEMENT
Interest in Kyle Park was significant, reflected in the
well-attended on-farm open day, which drew over

20 agribusiness bankers and rural professionals.
The combination of professional presentation,
comprehensive marketing reach, and the property’s
outstanding attributes ensured Kyle Park attracted
genuine buyer engagement from across the country.

AUCTION SUCCESS

This campaign culminated in the successful sale
of Kyle Park under the hammer on Thursday 6
November, at Bayleys House on Deans Avenue.
The auction room was packed with an engaged
crowd of interested buyers and curious onlookers.

Bidding opened at $24,000,000 and, guided

by the auctioneer and clear instructions from five
active parties, quickly climbed to $30,000,000, at
which point the property was called “on the market.”

Momentum continued to build and with

44 further bides placed, the hammer finally

fell at $34,400,000. In total, 70 bids were placed
to get Kyle Park sold.

The exceptional result of $87,241 per hectare
underscored the strength of demand for premium
Canterbury dairy assets and highlighted the
effectiveness of Bayleys’ comprehensive marketing
strategy and skilled auction process.

The Bayleys team have several unsuccessful parties
who are in a cash unconditional position - if you
are looking to divest, please get in touch with
any of our agents.

The Bayleys Canterbury

rural and lifestyle team. Feel free to get in touch.

Ben Turner
027 530 1400

John Bailey
027 893 0234

Jack Pringle
027 533 4820

Chris Jones
027 220 5043

Craig Blackburn
027 489 7225

Dean Pugh
027 335 6303

Kevin Jenkins
027 577 4232

Al Brown
022 188 6601

Simon Sharpin
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Chris Flanagan
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Johnny Bukholt
027 939 3777

Sam Sidey
027 346 3500

Brook Yates
027 807 8093

Kayla Dynes
027 697 0915

Andrew Taylor
027 435 5930

Hamish Lane
027 685 6204

Peter Foley
021754 737

Dale Thomas
027 3216394

Mike Preston
027 430 7041

Evan Marshall
027 221 0910

Caleb Tod
027 450 1008

Mark Pringle
027 433 3334

Charlotte McGuire

027 872 2573

Harley Manion
021149 8050

George Pringle
027 726 4912

Contact one of
our team today

Bayleys Ashburton 03 307 7377 | Bayleys Darfield 03 975 4559 | Bayleys Deans Avenue 03 375 4700 | Bayleys Hanmer Springs 03 315 7717
Bayleys Leeston 03 324 3704 | Bayleys Methven 03 303 3093 | Bayleys Rangiora 03 311 8020 | Bayleys Rolleston 03 347 9949 | Bayleys Timaru 03 687 1227
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Nadia’s Farm Kitchen is Nadia’s latest
cookbook — a collection of over 90 recipes
interspersed with stories of her life on
Royalburn Station. PHOTO SUPPLIED

WIN 1 OF 8 COPIES OF
NADIA’S FARM KITCHEN

Christmas is just around the corner, and we’re celebrating by giving

Rural Guardia
Nadia Lim’s b

n readers the chance to win one of eight copies of
rand-new cookbook, Nadia’s Farm Kitchen.

Beautifully written and full of seasonal, down-to-earth recipes,
it’s a perfect addition to any rural kitchen — or a great gift to tuck
under the tree.

To enter, simply head to the Rural Guardian Facebook page
and follow the instructions on the giveaway post.

Good luck, an

d happy Christmas cooking.

(s Farming is like being a slave to
the most beautiful master,” says
Nadia Lim. “It consumes you.

It's your home, your workplace,

your life. But it’s so beautiful, and it

teaches you so many lessons.”

At Royalburn Station, perched
high above Arrowtown on the
Crown Range, Lim’s days move
with the rhythm of the land —
and the happy chaos of three
young boys. It’s a long way from
the TV studios and My Food Bag
boardroom, where New Zealand
first came to know her.

Now, alongside her husband
Carlos Bagrie, Lim is raising not
just crops and animals but a new
conversation about transparency,
connection, and pride in where
our food comes from — a journey
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Working with farmers over 45 years

Contact us - (03) 308 9040 | www.smithattachments.co.nz
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Nadia Lim: The
Real Story of
Life on the Land

documented in the popular
television series Nadia’s Farm
and its paddock-to-plate spin-off,
Nadia’s Farm Kitchen.

That latest small-screen success
has led to a new cookbook, Nadia’s
Farm Kitchen. Recipes are created
from the soil up, driven by what
she, Bagrie and their team harvest,
forage and raise on Royalburn,
and by the deep satisfaction of
producing food with integrity.

“All these recipes are very
seasonally driven. It's what we
harvest, produce, grow, and raise
on the farm, and how we cook with
it. And where we live, in Central
Otago, you have to eat seasonally,
because unlike in the city,
everything’s not at your fingertips.”

For Lim, it’s about showing what
really happens beyond the farm
gate and why telling those stories
truthfully and without polish
matters so much. The book is part
recipe collection, part love letter to
rural life, and part honest look at
what farming really involves, with
each chapter of recipes following
the four seasons, sprinkled with
stories of life on the farm.

“What makes the book very

INNOVATING SINCE 1876

5

different is that whilst it’s got over
90 recipes in it, it’s also got a whole
bunch of farming stories about
our learnings from our farming
journey.

Telling the good
farming story

If Nadia’s Farm has one mission,
it’s to show the real heart of farming:
the pride, the complexity and the
people behind every plate of food.

In the same vein as the iconic
long-running series Country
Calendar, Lim and Bagrie
have achieved the seemingly
impossible: creating a television
programme that resonates with
both those working the land and
their urban counterparts. Their
take is much more personal —
relatable, honest, and inviting
viewers to become invested in the
story, bringing the highs and lows
of life on the land into Kiwis’ living
rooms each week.

Lim believes the story of New
Zealand farming has too often
been told by those outside the farm
gate. It's time, she says, for farmers
to take it back.

Continued on page 6.

g Your pasture deserves more than just nitrogen. It deserves N-Boa

If you're farming in Canterbury and looking to stretch every dollar while growing stronger,
healthier pasture — N-Boost® is your game-changer. This patented nitrogen booster
uses world-first technology to deliver twice the pasture response from 40kg of urea.
That means more home-grown feed, and better results where it counts.

e Slash dry matter production costs and maximise home-grown feed on-farm
e Proven in 370+ trials and trusted by Kiwi farmers nationwide.

Hear real farmer stories and explore the science behind N-Boost® at the
Donaghys Performance Lab. Why? Because smarter nitrogen use starts here.

Learn more at www.donaghys.co.nz/performancelab or call 0800 942 006.




Nadia Lim her black labrador Winston. PHOTOS SUPPLIED
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Continued from page 5.

“When the truth needs to be
told, you have to be bold and brave
— come out swinging and speak
up.ﬂ

Through her series, books, and
farm tours, Lim has become a
bridge between producers and
consumers — a role she describes
as both a responsibility and a
privilege.

“The story has to be told right,
and the information has to be
right. We don’t preach. We don’t
say there’s a right or wrong way.
We give all the information and
reasons why, and then it’s up to the
eater to decide”

That willingness to show every
side of farming at Royalburn
includes meat production and
the farm’s own micro-abattoir —
the kind of raw subject that it is
tempting to brush under the rug,
but Lim says those are the stories

If Nadia’s Farm has one mission, it’s to show the real heart of farming:
the pride, the complexity and the people behind every plate of food.

that need to be told most of all.

“If you hide it, that’s what makes
it taboo,” Lim says. “If you're going
to eat meat, you should know. It’s
not something to be hidden.”

Lim believes the future of
farming depends on those
stories being told clearly,
compassionately, and often.

“We need to take consumers on
the journey with us,” she says. “If
you leave bits of information out,
those gaps will be made up for
you. And that information may be
incorrect.”

That means farmers, who
typically like to keep their heads
down, have to step out of their
tractor cabs and into the spotlight.

“People often think, ‘No one’s
going to be interested in what
we're doing, or that talking about
success is showing off. But think
about it from the public or the
eater’s point of view. They want

to know; they actually want that
information. So, it’s not about you,
it’s about them. Let them have the
information because that’s what
they want. They deserve to know. If
we don’t tell our stories, someone
else will fill in the gaps, and they
might get it wrong.”

Lim believes there is, in some
instances, a “black and white”
narrative around agriculture, with
farmers painted as “good” or “bad”
based on their sector or farming
system. Educating consumers that
every farm is different and that
practices are often driven by the
unique land and climate in which
farmers operate is key.

“Farming isn’t black and white,”
she says. “It can be dangerous to
put farmers into boxes like organic,
conventional or regenerative.

Our philosophy is we wouldn’t
sell anything we wouldn’t eat
ourselves.

PGG Wrightson

JEFF
DONALDSON

Your local rural and lifestyle sales consultant

Looking to buy, sell, or invest in real estate in 20257

Forward planning is key to maximizing your properties
value. Partner with an agent who puts your best interests
front and centre.

Jeff Donaldson - specializing in lifestyle and rural
properties.

Contact Jeff today for hands on guidance with every step
of your real estate journey.

JEFF DONALDSON
M 027 265 1290
E jeff.donaldson@pggwrightson.co.nz

CALLTODAY

pggwre.co.nz

PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under the REAA 2008.




“We like to be spray-free, and
our climate allows that, but other
farmers may not have that option.
No land is the same. Sometimes
it’s good to have all those things in
your toolbox and use them at the
right time. There’s usually a reason
things are done a certain way.”

That openness runs through
everything they do at Royalburn.
They host open-gate tours and
corporate visits, often tied to
charity fundraisers, inviting the
public to see exactly how their food
is grown.

“Ilove seeing people learn,’
Lim says. “It lights me up when
someone goes, ‘Ah, I get it!
Farming’s not something you can
understand from a distance. You
have to see it

The hardest and best job

For all its rewards, life on the
land also tests you in ways few
other jobs can. Farming, she
admits, isn’t for the faint-hearted.

“You always win some, you lose
some,” she says. “It’s different to
any other industry we've been in.
It's less predictable, more out of
your control, and the return on
investment isn’t great.”

It’s a love-hate relationship with
the land that many farmers can
relate to.

“Sometimes we feel like we're
such slaves to it because we cannot
leave the farm. And it consumes
you because it’s 365 days a year,
and it’s ongoing. It’s not a project
thing where you just do something
and then you can leave it and
move on. It’s a living, breathing
organism.

Lim says that despite the
challenges, the couple never
considered turning their backs on
rural life.

“So many of our friends and

people in business that we

know think we are crazy. Why

are you doing this? Why are you
handcuffing yourself to this huge
mortgage and working so hard?
Because other people who don’t
have that love for the land, it just
doesn’t make sense to them. But
there are people out there who will
getit. I don’t feel like we could ever
sell it”

The farming community, she
says, makes it all worth it.

“We're so grateful. Everyone’s
been incredibly supportive and
generous. Carlos can call farmers
all over the country for advice, and
they do the same with us. We've
had nothing but encouragement.”

She dedicated the book to the
farmers of New Zealand, opening
with one of her favourite quotes:
“If you're lucky, you might only
need a lawyer or a doctor once a
year, but every day, three times a
day, you need a farmer”

The lighter side
of farm life

Farming might be serious
business, but at Royalburn, there’s
always room for a bit of fun. When
the couple planted a paddock of
sunflowers by the roadside, they
didn’t expect what happened next.

“Every time we grow sunflowers,
hundreds of people stop to take
photos,” Lim laughs. “A surprising
number of them take semi-
nude photos in the paddock. It’s
definitely become a thing.”

Rather than get frustrated,
she turned it into something
positive. Lim organised the Nude
Sunflower Calendar, featuring
13 brave locals posing among
the blooms, with proceeds going
to 13 different charities — from
the Cancer Society to volunteer

firefighters and disability support
organisations.

“It started as a bit of a laugh, but
it's raised money for causes close
to people’s hearts,” she says. “That’s
the beauty of it — something light-
hearted that also does good.”

Who would Nadia invite
to her dinner table?

When asked who she’d most like
to share a meal with, Lim pauses.
“Jamie Oliver,” she says with a
smile. “He was my big inspiration
when I was young. I started
watching him when I was about
twelve and decided that’s what I
wanted to do — write cookbooks.
I'm lucky that I'm one of those
people who knew what I wanted to
do from a very young age.”

But if she could invite anyone,
living or gone, the answer comes
more softly. “My dad. He never
got to see what we’ve built here or
meet his grandchildren. I would do
anything to be able to see my dad
again”

Christmas at Royalburn

By December, the pace at
Royalburn eases just enough for
Lim to savour her favourite time
of year. These days, she keeps
Christmas simple, swapping
elaborate menus for shared effort
and good company.

“I order My Food Bag’s
Christmas menu because it’s
easy. Once you've done it, it’s very
hard to go back,” she says. “It’s
so different from, say, 14 years
ago. I used to do everything, and
I used to be exhausted from it. It
would be this massive three or
four-day planning, often weeks in
advance. And then I'd have to go
to all these different shops to get
all the different ingredients. And

HARDWORKING, RELIABLE
FARMING & CONTRACTING

EQUIPMENT

Househam Merlin

32 metre twin line $195,000*

Bredal K65 & K45

Two K65 and one K45 arriving  Trimble computer.

Multidrive 6195
Bredal K85 bin

Bredal K85

Load cells full
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Nadia Lim and husband Carlos Bagrie
on Royalburn Station. PHOTO SUPPLIED

then there would be queues in

the supermarket, and sometimes
things would run out, and then I'd
have to come up with a substitute,
and then I'd have to cook the whole
meal myself”

Now, instead of being stuck in
the kitchen, she delegates recipes
and ingredients to guests, leaving
her to cook only a few dishes
herself and enjoy the family
festivities.

“So now I just order My Food
Bag, and I do my add-ons, like in
the book”

Her Christmas table always
includes a few family traditions:
her Aunt Pippa’s trifle, “which has
an entire bottle of dry sherry in it
and, of course, lamb from the farm.

There’s also a ritual of chopping
down one of the wilding pines that
creep over their land — and even
that has a deeper meaning.

“People talk about retiring
land from livestock to help the
environment,” she says. “But on

Morris Magnum 2
Cultivator

6.0 metre

our property, the livestock keep
the wilding pines down. Next door,
where the land’s been retired,
thousands of wildings have to

be sprayed. There is so much
chemical used. It’s one of the
stories I tell people: You can’t just
say getting rid of livestock is good
for the environment. There’s no
right or wrong. You've got to see
the whole picture.”

Then there is her annual
tiramisu, leftovers of which she
enjoys every year for Boxing Day
breakfast.

“It’s one of those things you have
to try before you die, with a coffee
sitting in the garden. It’s amazing.

Nadia’s Farm Kitchen by Nadia

Lim, published by Nude Food
Inc, RRP $55.00. Available at all
good bookstores or from www.
nadialim.com.

The Nude Sunflower

Charity Calendar will

be available to order via
nudesunflowercalendar.co.nz
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OPINION

s we head into the festive
Aseason, I'want to take a

moment to reflect on the year
that’s been and share my heartfelt
thanks to all our farmers and rural
communities across New Zealand.
This year hasn’t been without its
challenges, but your hard work,
resilience, and ingenuity have kept
our primary sector strong and
thriving. You are the backbone of our
economy and the heart of so many
communities, and I'm incredibly
proud of what you've achieved.

From dealing with unpredictable
weather to navigating global market
changes, you've shown the grit and
determination that makes New
Zealand agriculture world-class. What
you do isn’t just about producing
food and fibre — it’s about supporting
families, sustaining rural towns, and
creating opportunities for the next
generation.

As summer rolls in and harvest
begins, I hope you can take some
time to relax, recharge, and enjoy
the company of loved ones. These
moments matter, especially after a year
of long days and hard work. Looking
ahead to 2026, the Government is
committed to standing alongside
you - investing in resilience, backing
sustainable farming practices, and
opening new trade doors so your sector
can keep leading on the global stage.

Thank you for everything you do
for New Zealand. Wishing you a safe,
joyful Christmas and a New Year full
of good weather, successful harvests,
and plenty of time to enjoy the beauty
of our rural landscapes.

Hon Nicola Grigg MP

Minister of State for Trade and
Investment | Minister for Women
Associate Minister of Agriculture |
Associate Minister for ACC

MP for Selwyn

FOR ALL
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YOUNG COUNTRY

Young Farmers are the future of New
Zealand agriculture, so each issue
we shine a spotlight on a Young
Farmers Club member. Today we chat
to Mackenzie Young Farmers Club
member Ella Thomas.

been a member?
I'm part of the Mackenzie Young Farmers Club and
have been a member for almost two years now.

1 What is the name of your club, and how long have you

Farmers? What are the benefits and experiences that
you feel have helped you most?

Definitely the people. When I first moved to the area, I
didn’t know anyone, and now it feels like I know everyone.
The friendships, connections, and opportunities that have
come from being part of Young Farmers have been huge.

It's such a great community to be involved in, and it really
makes you feel part of something bigger.

2What has been the highlight for you of joining Young

I grew up in the city, but during high school, I started
spending weekends with boarding school friends on
their family farms. I loved it so much that after I finished
school, I went to work on a high-country station myself, and
that’s what really set me on this path.

3 How did you become involved in agriculture?

what your journey has been like so far.

I now work in tourism in Tekapo but still live on-
farm, so I'm still involved in day-to-day farming life. Most
of my friends, my partner, and even the wider circle I spend
time with are all part of the farming community. It’s such a
strong, supportive culture, and I honestly can’t imagine not
being part of it now.

] What is your job now? Tell us about your role, and

like, and what would you like to see happening in
New Zealand agriculture going forward?

I think we’ll see more integration between farming and
tourism, with more farms opening their doors to visitors.
Many already offer farm stays, horse treks, and guided tours
that let people really experience rural life. There’s so much
value in giving people the chance to connect and see a
different lifestyle. I'd love to see more collaboration like that;
it’s such a great way to bridge the gap between rural and

5 What do you think the future of farming will look

urban communities.

What are your future plans?
6 My goal is to travel and work across ag-based

tourism businesses, learning how different operations
work around the world. I think that mix of agriculture and
hospitality is where a lot of opportunities are heading, and I
want to be part of that.

Who has been your biggest inspiration in agriculture,
and why?
It’s hard to pick just one person, it’s really been the

people I've met along the way. From managers to friends
I've worked alongside, so many have inspired me with their
work ethic, knowledge, and passion for the land. It’s that
community of people that keeps me motivated and proud to
be involved in the industry.

B IS
AL

Certified

supported by IFIMGI 9

Advice & Insurance

Nomination — Ella is working tirelessly to pull
together our bark up event this year. Her enthusiasm
is contagious and she has managed to pull together
an awesome team to help put the event on. She
offers to help and support all team members at every
opportunity. Without her organisational skills and
ability to encourage everyone to work together, we
would be lost.

We really appreciate all she is doing for the club, not
Jjust for the bark up but in general. Her dedication to
the MYF club is unwavering and we are a better club
because of it.

FOR BEING
EADER.

FMG is proud to lead the way as the first B Corp Certified

General Insurer in New Zealand. We’ve joined the
growing ranks of other progressive businesses that
adhere to some of the highest standards in verified

®
I

Corporation

social and environmental sustainability, transparency
and accountability. To put it simpler, we’re committed

to making a positive difference for the communities our
clients are part of, and the environments they live in. Because at the end of
the day, we want to create a stronger future together. And as we’ve often

FMG

Advice & Insurance

said, we’re here for the good of the country.

HUGH JACKSON, WINNER OF FMG YOUNG FARMER OF THE YEAR 2025.

We’re here for the good of the country.

INHD 09/25
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OUTDOORS WITH IRONMAN

rom farm tracks to
Fbackcountry trails, Ironman
4x4 delivers New Zealand's
toughest 4WD accessories. Built
for both work and play, our
gear is tested in the harshest
conditions and backed by over 50
years of experience.
Established in 1958, we
began as a suspension parts
manufacturer and have since
grown to become one of
Australia and New Zealand’s
largest suppliers of 4x4
accessories. Our team has a
long history of working with the
world’s top car manufacturers,
farmers, government
organisations, mining

companies and off-roaders. We
know how to help our customers
find the perfect products to take
their ride to the next level.
Whatever your off-road
adventure throws at you,
Ironman 4x4 has you covered.
Our gear is built for getting
through when others turn back.
We make products that protect
your vehicle from damage and
allow you to haul heavy loads
safely as well as improving
handling both on and off-road.
Every product we make is
tested in real-world conditions
— from high country stations
to commercial worksites.
We supply gear to mining

companies, defence forces,

and commercial fleets across
120 countries because our stuff
works, plain and simple.

BULL BARS

Bull bars are one of the first
accessories to be added to any
4x4, improving your approach
angle and frontal protection.
Abull bar is your first line of
defence on rural roads and off-
road tracks. Ironman 4x4 bull
bars are engineered to protect
your vehicle's vital components
while providing mounting points
for winches, lights, tow hooks
and aerials.

From low-profile designs

to more aggressive heavy-
duty configurations, our bull
bars cater to every need and
preference. Our engineers have
tested our bull bars to guarantee
compliance with all relevant
regulatory standards.

The installation process
is simplified thanks to our
fitting kits, which include all
the hardware and instructions
you need. Our authorised
dealers and technicians are also
available to provide support. All
Ironman 4x4 bars are winch,
airbag and ADR compatible to
ensure you and your family's
safety isn't compromised.

Explore our range of bull

4X4

bars today and discover how
Ironman 4x4 can protect your
vehicle and enhance your off-
road experience.

OUTDOOR
ACCESSORIES

Ironman 4x4 have one of the
largest ranges of 4x4 outdoor
accessories including suspension
upgrades, winches, roof racks,
lights, tents, recovery gear,
fridges, awnings and camping
gear.

Visit our online store or
drop by one of our authorised
accessory dealers to discover
the full range of Ironman 4x4
products, found nationwide.

¥ b

ELLY

Y *
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OPINION

Blessings to

count as 2025

WAYNE LANGFORD
FEDERATED FARMERS NZ PRESIDENT

s the year winds down, it’s worth taking
A;tock of what's gone right for New
ealand farmers.

Strong returns for our meat and dairy show
the world wants quality protein — produced
with good grass-fed practices, high animal
welfare standards, and environmental care.

With those boosted export prices, farmers
have been able to re-invest in their businesses,
retire debt and maybe take on an extra team
member or two — all good news for the New
Zealand economy.

I do acknowledge that returns haven’t been
so rosy for our arable farmers. It remains
a mission of Federated Farmers and allied
partners to wake up more consumers — and
processors — to the quality grains and cereals
grown on our shores, and to support ‘local’

Federated Farmers’ advocacy efforts
on behalf of our food producers and rural
communities have paid big dividends this year.

After helping to secure a Parliamentary
inquiry into banking, we pushed for measures
that will increase competition in lending to the
agricultural sector. We also notched up a win
with proposals to relax overly conservative bank
capital restrictions. This will cut $9000 a year off
an average farm mortgage of $4.5 million.

If farmers and other agricultural borrowers
are paying less in interest, they have more
money to invest in environmental protection

draws to a close

and production, helping achieve the nation’s
goal of doubling primary export revenue.

The Government has also been responsive to
our campaigns to cut RMA red tape delays and
costs, to rein in the blanketing of productive
farmland in carbon-only pines, and to set
methane emission reduction targets based on
science, not ideology.

Little wonder that surveys show a marked
upswing in farmer confidence.

If the Government is in a mood to deliver
other ‘presents’ in time for Christmas, I'd
suggest they focus on fixing the consent
crisis affecting farmers up and down the
country. We've just launched a petition
calling on the Government to have all existing
resource consents roll over until our resource
management laws are overhauled.

Another ‘gift’ to farmers — and the country —
would be committing more funding to fight the
wilding pine scourge.

Bringing in the changes we’ve been seeking
— and were promised — to make KiwiSaver
fairer for those New Zealanders in service
tenancies would be very welcome too.

On behalf of Federated Farmers, I want to
wish all New Zealanders a merry and safe
Christmas.

A special shout-out to those South Island
farming and other families hit hard in the
October storms. Best wishes for your recovery
efforts — reach out to us and Rural Support if
you're feeling overwhelmed. You'll find fellow
Kiwis ready to help.

Low maintenance. High performance.

Lockwood’s natural timber structure reduces wear and tear, resists moisture, and handles the elements - so you
can focus on the work that matters most.

Christchurch Showhomes - Vacationer & Madrid plans - 431 Main South Road, Hornby.
Cromwell Showhome - Nevis plan - 3 Wolter Crescent.
Contact us - Phone 03 344 0299 | lockwood.co.nz

k< LOCKWOOD
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Alan Jones (left) and brother Robert took over the business in 2003.PHOTO SUPPLIED

Hands-on beats hands-off

In Marlborough, second-generation grower Alan Jones has built Garlico
into a diversified operation spanning garlic, shallots, onion seed, honey
and contracting, all while keeping the ethos simple: quality first, low
debt, and a hands-on approach that adjusts with the soil under the tyres.

Garlico’s story

begins with family
Alan Jones and his brother

Robert stepped in when their

father, Peter, and cousin Tony
Tripe moved to sell the pioneering
Marlborough garlic business in
2003.

“Dad and his cousin Tony Tripe
were selling the business in 2003,
Alan says. “Robert and I already
had a company called Thymebank,
growing lettuces and herbs. When
Dad decided to retire, we stepped
in and took it on.”

Fast forward to 2025, and the
business has scaled and adapted to
match the changing market, input
costs and demand.

Leasing has pushed land costs

higher, so the brothers focused on
lifting yield per square metre and
matching equipment to the job.

“We’re growing more per square
metre now. Leasing land has
become expensive, so our planting
techniques and harvesters have
adapted,” Alan says.

Garlic remains the core

Garlico grows Pesto and
Printanor varieties which are
dried and treated on-site, but the
business now includes shallots,
onion seed, Old Road Honey, and
a contracting arm.

While the Marlborough climate
suits garlic, Alan says growing the
crop is a tricky business.

“You can’t play catch-up with
garlic. Weed control and rust
management are critical,” he says.
“Retailers want good-sized bulbs,
so you must avoid stress at every
stage. It's very hands-on.”

Harvest comes in January,
when the crop is mechanically
lifted, binned and pushed straight
onto forced-air dryers, a step
Alan says is essential both for
flavour development and weather
protection.

Most of the product is sold
domestically via wholesalers, as
they don’t have the scale to meet
export demand.

“We don’t have the land base to
scale that right now. Quality is our

Subdividing made easy.

Call 0800 787 775 for a yarn or email us at hello@survusrural.co.nz

focus”

The business has diversified
gradually, adding complementary
crops with similar markets and
processes to utilise existing
machinery. Shallots slot naturally
into the same markets as garlic,
while onion seed leverages the
same bins and dryers.

Honey, grapes and
machinery

A need for bees to pollinate
crops has led to a new income
stream: honey.

“Onion seed needs bees, and
hive hire kept getting dearer, so we
invested in our own hives,” Alan
says.

“Most honey goes to wholesalers,
but we also jar and sell under Old
Road Honey on our website”




Garlic is sold wholesale to the domestic market.

Being in the heart of
Marlborough grape country
provided the opportunity for
contract vineyard development
work, which has seen investment
in larger-scale machinery.

The slowdown in grapes
has softened demand, but the
machinery still pays its way on
their own leased blocks.

And because the brothers run
the gear themselves, they can
respond instantly to what they feel
beneath the wheels.

“When you're in the seat, you
notice changing soil conditions
and adjust the machine on the
spot. That'’s vital”

Popcorn and new
opportunities

A new, unexpected crop has
recently been added to the mix:
popcorn.

A 30-tonne trial has become 200
tonnes, backed by careful handling
and a continuous-flow dryer to hit
the moisture sweet spot.

“Like scratching a balloon, a
scored kernel won'’t pop,” Alan
says. “There’s a science to it, but it’s
working”

Strong community ties

In between the farm work,
community remains an important
focus for the brothers.

Alan has volunteered with the
Marlborough A&P Show for 40
years.

“Shows matter, the history, stock

PHOTO SUPPLIED

on parade, a day off farm, talking
to other farmers. It's community
glue”

Robert is equally invested in
local rugby, and his son plays for
Tasman Mako.

Family involvement continues
through the next generation
too, with Alan’s daughter Emma
working in the garlic operation.

Adyvice for the next
generation

Alan’s advice for young farmers?
Get your hands dirty, be open
to change and keep your debt in
check.

“Watch debt and buy the best
dirt you can irrigate, not the most
acres of poor soil. Hands-on beats
hands-off. Some people spend too
much time in the business and not
enough on it. You need to keep
looking for better techniques and
kit and be on the first rung of the
ladder when markets change.”

Looking ahead

As for Garlico’s future? “Steady
as she goes. We will keep doing
what we do well”

And dinner at Alan’s place won't
be complete without the hero crop,
treated with respect:

“Keep it simple: crushed garlic
warmed gently with butter and
herbs, then onto a steak. Don’t
overcook the garlic. Throw it in the
pan as the meat comes out and just
warm it through.”

The business has diversified to include

garlic, shallots and onion seed.

The business has diversified to include honey
after the need for bees to pollinate crops.

Garlic remains at the core of Garlico’s business.

ClOZANPIVANN] 13

Alan Jones says hands-on beats
hands off when it comes to running
a successful farming operation.
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AGRECOVERY

From empty agrichemical containers and drums to
seed, feed and fertiliser bags, Agrecovery makes it
easy to recycle the plastics used every day on
New Zealand farms.

Free. Simple. Nationwide.

0800 247 326
www.agrecovery.co.nz
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HIS Gils and their wles

HERS

Holly Sandoe

WHERE AND WHAT ARE YOU FARMING?

I'm a self-employed casual shepherd based in
Fairlie working on a range of farms, from High
Country to low-land cream country, working with
sheep and beef. No day is the same, it’s a pretty
sweet gig if you ask me!

WHAT YEAR, MAKE, AND MODEL IS YOUR
TRUSTY UTE?

My trusty battler is a mighty fine 2007 Toyota
Hilux
WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE FEATURE (OR
QUIRK) ABOUT YOUR UTE?

Due to past modifications to the motor, the
Lux needed a 3 inch exhaust fitted so basically
wherever I go now people know it’s me! It’s also
like a cat with 9 lives, it just won’t die - thankfully,
haha.

WHAT SONG IS ALWAYS ON YOUR PLAYLIST
WHEN YOU’RE BEHIND THE WHEEL?

Heck, I love anything with a good beat but if I
really had to boil it down, I'm a die-hard rock girl.
The Cult - Fire Woman, Ozzy Osbourne, Dorothy,
Velvet Revolver, Black Stone Cherry, the list goes
on. I usually provide the backing vocals!

WHAT’S YOUR ULTIMATE ROAD-TRIP SNACK
WHEN YOU’RE OUT ON THE FARM OR
HEADING TO TOWN?

Hmm good question, I'm not much of a
snacker on the road but I do love a good Gold
Rush ice cream on travels.

WHAT’S ALWAYS ROLLING AROUND IN THE
BACK SEAT OR TRAY?

Everything. If you can think it, chances are ‘
I've got it. Dogbox is usually loaded up with all
of the dogs, dry box has all the mechanical and
animal health bits and the backseat generally has
my 4 year old son, farm wardrobe, work belt and
collars and often bags of feed for the animals at
home. It's my mobile office!

PFOLSEN )

TURN YOUR TREES INTO CASH — FAST.

Find out what your
forest is worth,
request a free

HARVEST & STUMPAGE OFFER forest appraisal

MARKET SALE Prefer a guaranteed today,
We harvest your forest return? We’ll buy your
and sell your logs as your standing trees and We'll visit your property,
agent with an open book put money in your walk the site, and give you
arrangement. bank before we start U ICEIELTE

harvesting. No obligation. Just options.

Simply choose the option that suits you:

Whichever path you take, you’ll get a clear nz.pfolsen.com
estimate of what your forest is worth — and the 07 921 1010
easiest way to unlock that value.

info@pfolsen.com
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FarmTRX Launches in New Zealand:
Affordable Yield Mapping for Existing Combines

‘ rantage New Zealand has
launched FarmTRX, a new
retro-fit yield monitoring

system, giving farmers and contractors

the ability to add modern data-

driven functionality to their existing

machinery. The system promises

simplicity, affordability, and reliable
results—three features often missing
in traditional yield mapping solutions.

Last harvest, Vantage trialled a
demo system with a local customer,
and the feedback was clear: FarmTRX
is easy to install, straightforward to
operate, and produces consistent,
actionable data. “From calibration
to harvest, the system just worked,”
says the team. “No complex setup, no
frustration, just results you can trust.”

The retro-fit nature of FarmTRX
is particularly significant for New
Zealand farmers. With machinery
prices rising and replacement
cycles extending, more growers are
looking to get the most out of what
they already own. FarmTRX can be
fitted to most combines, old or new,
meaning operators can collect detailed
yield data without the cost of a new
machine.

The system captures yield and
moisture information across the
paddock and generates automatic
maps that can inform decisions about

inputs, rotations, and management
practices. Its affordability makes

it accessible to smaller farms and
contractors who may have previously
avoided yield mapping due to cost or
complexity.

FarmTRX also reflects a wider
trend in New Zealand agriculture:
the move toward practical, bolt-on
technology solutions. Retro-fit systems
like this allow farmers to modernise
in incremental, cost-effective ways,
extending the life and usefulness of
their machinery while capturing the
benefits of precision agriculture.

Vantage NZ will support FarmTRX
installations nationally, offering
guidance and service to ensure
operators get accurate, reliable
results. The company believes the
combination of ease, affordability, and
real-world functionality will make it a
popular choice this season.

For many growers, FarmTRX isn’t
just another piece of technology—
it’s a practical, approachable way to
bring modern yield insights to older
machinery, make smarter decisions in
the paddock, and get more from every
hectare. With its New Zealand launch,
FarmTRX could be a game-changer for
operators looking for high-tech results
without high-tech costs.

AFFORDABLE RETROFIT YIELD MONITOR

Install on any age or model combine

Instant in-cab display of live yield data on your

iOS/Android device

SCAN ME

Simple upload to the cloud directly from your

phone - no SD cards

Automatic yield maps generated immediately

after upload

First Season of Automated Yield Mapping

included

Priced from $6950 + GST (limited quantites available, normally $7950)

Complete kit with everything you need for self-installation.

T: 0800 482 682
www.vantage-nz.com

YOUR PARTNER IN PRECISION AG

A Hands-on
approach

CLAIRE INKSON

any Year 12 and 13 students are
Mbeginning to map out their futures

- but for those eyeing a career in
agriculture, what does preparing for the
industry actually look like?

According to Tom Maxwell, Senior
Lecturer at Lincoln University, the ag sector
is hungry for capable, skilled graduates —
particularly for roles such as rural bankers,
agronomists, area sales managers and
extension workers.

“We have been pretty good at keeping up
with what the industry needs whether that
student is going to become a farm manager,
stock manager, stock agent, soil rep or rural
banker,” he says.

That connection between education and
industry needs is something Lincoln has
honed over time, with some of its degrees
including up to 31 weeks of on-farm
learning.

“Lincoln’s strength for a long time has
been linking on-farm practice with theory,”

Maxwell says.

“We deliver a system that is very
multifaceted and integrated. It’s not
just about one aspect of animals, farm
management, pest control or plants. It's
understanding the vital components of a
farm system.”

That blend of knowledge and hands-on
experience is exactly what employers are
looking for.

“Corporates like Silver Fern Farms and
Fonterra require graduates who understand
the scientific method and know where to
get up-to-date science that separates the
wheat from the chaff with regards to what
information is available on the internet,”
Maxwell explains.

“They want graduates who can talk to
farmers, speak their language, be relevant
and not waste time when they go on farm.

Technology is becoming part of the
everyday toolkit in agriculture, with artificial
intelligence (Al) and automation entering
the mix, but Maxwell says that won't replace
boots on the ground.

Lincoln University senior lecturer Tom Maxwell says agricultural tertiary education

has changed and adapted to what the world requires of New Zealand, rather than

PHOTO SUPPLIED

what New Zealand needs to do to keep supplying the world.

THINKING AG? START HERE

If you're in Year 11, 12 or 13 and thinking about studying agriculture, now’s the time to

lay the groundwork.

* Pick relevant subjects: Science and maths are key - especially biology. Geography
(both physical and human) will give you an edge when it comes to understanding

climate, soils and land use.

*Sharpen your skills: Universities like Lincoln want students who can think critically,
communicate clearly, and link science with real-world problems. Learn to write
reports, interpret data, and ask good questions.

*Get practical: Even unpaid work counts. Help on a farm, in a milking shed or market

garden.

*Build strong study habits: Time management, note-taking, and self-discipline now
will pay off later when juggling lectures, labs and assignments.
*Do your homework: Visit lincoln.ac.nz, attend open days, and enrol early to secure

your place.

*|f your school doesn’t offer ag courses, explore STAR and gateway agricultural

courses.



“There is some suggestion that
AT will make things like rotational
grazing easier and much more
automated, but I'm sceptical
because there are so many
variables that happen on farm,” he
says.

“Technology and artificial
intelligence may make the day job
easier, but as soon as you rely on
it, you are giving up that critical
eye. Good stockmanship comes
from spending time with animals,
knowing how they move and what
the soil type is on that part of the
farm.

He also points out that the
mental load of a tech-heavy world
is something students and future
graduates will need to manage.

“Graduates will need to have
the ability to balance their daily
life with the demand that comes
from using devices and Al and just
taking a break,” he says.

“Knowing your mental health
and fostering a really good team
culture in a farm or company
that services a farm are going to
become even more important.”

So, how can students best
prepare while still at school?

Maxwell says it starts with smart
subject choices.

“Science and maths are helpful
prerequisites, and biology is key,”’
he says.

“It puts you in good stead if
you have a strong appreciation
of biology, and you have an
idea about geography — the
climate and soils — and human
geography.”

But academic learning isn’t
everything.

Getting your boots dirty still
matters.

“Even if it’s unpaid, try and get
some experience in a packing
shed, or milking some cows.
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Lincoln University senior lecturer Tom Maxwell says practical on-farm learning is a core component of Lincoln

University course structure.

“It all helps.”

Lincoln’s graduate profile
reflects this philosophy.

Students are shaped into what
Maxwell describes as “generalised
specialists” — individuals who
understand complex agricultural
systems and can apply their
knowledge in practical situations.

“We want students to be able to
synthesise information and write a
clear report on a particular topic,”
he says.

“We want them to be able to
talk about soil management in
Canterbury but also know that
soils in Waikato and Southland are
different, and how that affects what
you can do on-farm.

And while land use is changing,
and technology might influence
the tools, the fundamentals remain
the same.

“Dairy, sheep and beef are going
to be the mainstay for a long, long
time. We want to make sure people
are aware of the different types of
farms, and why they vary,” Maxwell
says.

“Education has changed too
and adapted to what the world
requires of New Zealand, rather
than what New Zealand needs to
do to keep supplying the world.

We have adapted, but it’s still that
same strong science and research
that drives and underpins New
Zealand’s farming systems.”

ONE SYSTEM FOR EVERYTHING
- LEMKEN GIGANT

PHOTOS SUPPLIED

Open days are a great way to explore and understand which agricultural

tertiary pathway to pursue and how to prepare for life at university.

LEMKEN KARAT 10" - 6M

The flexibility of primary tillage, seedbed
preparation, deep mixing, and ripping in
one machine. Karat demonstrations are
available now.

At EuroAgri, we understand

the demands of New Zealand’s
agricultural landscape. That's

why we offer the LEMKEN Gigant
System Carrier, a versatile solution
designed to enhance your farming
operations.

Compatible with various implements
such as the Heliodor compact

disc harrows, Kristall compact
cultivator, and System-Kompaktor

seedbed combination, the Gigant
ensures uniform cultivation depth
and reduces fuel consumption. Its
transport width of just 3 meters
allows for easy movement between
fields. Available in 10 & 12 metre
versions.

Trust EuroAgri to provide innovative
machinery solutions tailored

for New Zealand farmers and
contractors.

Phone: 03 307 7445
EUROAGRI.CO.NZ

239 ALFORD FOREST RD,
ASHBURTON

®.EUroAgri
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Shedding sheep reduce workload

( : entral Southland farmers
Grant and Lauren Kean are
investing heavily in hardy,

strong sheep genetics to meet the

needs of their environment. In

2011, while working under well-

renowned Coopworth breeder

Kerry Dunlop, Grant became

involved in the development

of a shedding sheep that could

naturally thrive without the use

of chemicals and with minimal

human intervention.

The base of the project began by
sourcing Wiltshire rams to breed
the wool off Dunlop’s flock of
Coopworth-Texels, which had been
fully recorded since the 1960s.
“Top shedding genetics back then
were difficult to source”

Although there were some good
examples of farmers breeding
shedding sheep successfully on
a commercial scale, navigating
through that initial period was
challenging, Grant says. “We were
really just learning about shedding
sheep, and there weren’t many
resources available, so it was about
trying to avoid making too many
wrong turns”

Fifteen years later, Grant and
Lauren are the sole owners of the

Grant and Lauren Kean.

Enfield flock and have moved itto ~ remained relatively stable, with One observation since farmers considering the transition ~ Southland to Northland. This
their family farm, which runs 2,000  either small gains or losses in switching to shedding sheep is is the assumption that shedding responsibility has inspired a strong
breeding ewes, including 450 fully ~ certain aspects. “We’ve tried really ~ a noticeable increase in lamb sheep can be susceptible to focus to find improved genetics.
SIL recorded ewes that form the hard to capture all those good traits  survival, a highly desirable trait in inclement weather. “If anything, it ~ Four International shedding
operation’s “engine room” “The that our base breed provided and their environment. The last two seems to be the opposite” While he  breeds(Exlana, Easycare, Australian
stud flock’s job is to do it tough so then add to them where we can,’ lambings, he says, have been brutal ~ would like some official research to ~ White and Nudie) were imported
we can identify the thrivers to use Grant says. While he would like to on newborn lambs in Southland. be done to confirm, he observes a and trialled for five years. Two
in our commercial flock.” see some improvement in lambs’ Survival rates have been really slightly thicker skin, which maybe  failed and were culled. Meanwhile,
Since removing wool, Grant 100-day weaning weights, this is pleasing and “a bit of a surprising beneficial. the other two, which have thrived
estimates that they have, in turn, somewhat negated by improved consequence of moving to In recent years, the Enfield beyond expectation, will now be
reduced their workload by close carcass with lambs yielding up to shedders” One of the biggest stud has been selling rams to slowly and carefully integrated into
to 50%. Overall production has 1.5kg heavier on the hooks. concerns Grant hears from other other commercial farmers from their composite shedding flock.

Southern Shedding
Sheep Breeders 5™
Annual Ram Sale

Gore A&P Showgrounds
1pm January 27" 2026

Wiltshire - Exlana - Shedding Texel

“Recorded genetics for over a
combined 30 years"

« Growth

* Meat

» FEC and Carla testing

» SIL Recorded
ENFIELD GENETICS WILLOWGLEN FARMS
Grant Kean Barry Smith 027 432 3438
027 428 4450 Ranfurly

Ram viewing day
January 15" 2026
1-4pm

117 Hishon road, Winton

PGG WRIGHTSON
Callum McDonald 027 433 6443
Ryan Dowling 027 434 7239
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Breeding for growth, grit and good
constitution at Moeraki Downs

CLAIRE INKSON

ust a few minutes inland

from the Moeraki Boulders

on the North Otago coast,
third-generation farmer Neville
Caldwell runs a Coopworth-based
ram breeding operation, where
constitution and performance
outweigh eye appeal.

Caldwell established his stud
about 15 years ago after attending
the Gore Stud Sale and deciding
he wanted more control over the
quality of rams he was working
with.

“I thought, if I'm going to pay
good money for rams, I may as well
start breeding my own,” he says.

The stud now includes around
300 ewes, with Coopworths making
up the foundation flock.

Caldwell also produces
Coopdale (Perendale x
Coopworth) and Texel-cross rams
to suit a range of farming systems.
The stud consistently scans around
200 percent, and selection is
guided by recorded performance
data.

Breeding priorities:
growth, meat and
resilience

Caldwell selects for growth
rate, meat yield and constitution.
Fertility is considered a given.

“If a ewe has a single two years
in a row, she goes,” he says. “They
have to produce twins. Fertility is

The stud now includes around 300 ewes, with Coopworths

making up the foundation flock.

not an issue here.”

Texel blood provides added
muscling, while Coopdale
progeny are popular with clients
seeking hybrid vigour and
toughness. Caldwell says one of his
Coopworth rams tested in the top
one percent nationally for growth,
reflecting a strong focus on carcass
traits in recent years.

Sheep must thrive in real
conditions

Rams are expected to perform
under natural conditions. Caldwell
does not feed them grain or shelter
them.

New genetics are regularly introduced

through selected
across the country.

rams sourced from

Moeraki

Downs has been

PHOTOS SUPPLIED

“I've been to ram sales where
the rams turn up covered and full
of grain,” he says. “Mine have to
handle what North Otago throws
at them — droughts, storms,
whatever. If they fade in those
conditions, they are gone.”

He has not drenched his stud
ewes for about 20 years.

“They've got to do it themselves.
Lambs get a couple of drenches
when they’re young, but after that,
they have to stand on their own
four feet.”

Data-driven but
commonsense driven too

in Neville

Caldwell’s family for three generations.

¢ Eye muscled scanned + IMF scanned

¢ High Fertility ¢ High Growth

e Only twin progeny kept e SIL recorded

¢ High performing flock with low input
¢ All ram lambs used and tested over flock

027 480 7656

2866 Herbert-Hampden Road

The stud uses EID tagging, SIL
reporting, and eye-muscle and
IMF scanning to track genetic
progress.

Wool weights are also recorded,
with ewes typically cutting six to
seven kilograms of wool.

Caldwell acknowledges wool
returns remain challenging
but believes recording remains
an important part of stud
performance.

Farmer feedback
plays a key role

“One farmer told me his
Coopworth-cross lambs
outweighed his Pole Dorset-cross
lambs,” he says. “Another said it
was the cleanest ram he had ever
had — no dags on the lambs. That
sort of feedback is good to hear”

Family roots and
future genetics

Moeraki Downs has been
in Caldwell’s family for three
generations. His son Nathan, who
manages a farm in the Mackenzie
Country, is involved in genetic
direction, and his daughter teaches
agriculture at a high school in
Auckland.

New genetics are regularly
introduced through selected
rams sourced from across the
country. Caldwell and Nathan have
travelled through the North Island
visiting respected Coopworth studs

REL Group ‘S

and often returned home with new
sires.

A practical approach
to ram selection

Caldwell does not hold a formal
ram sale.

Instead, repeat clients visit
the farm and select rams when
it fits their lambing calendar.
His Coopdales remain popular
in South Canterbury and Otago,
while interest in Texel-cross rams
is growing, particularly from
Southland.

When asked what makes a good
ram, his answer is straightforward.

“It has to have good constitution
and survive our conditions. I've
seen rams with good figures, but
when you look at them, they're
not the sort of sheep I want to be
looking at in my paddock every
day. It has to look right and hold up
in our conditions.”

Advice for young farmers

Caldwell encourages younger
farmers not to be afraid of trial and
progress.

“Give it a crack. Don’t be
scared to try different things. And
whatever you do, make sure you
enjoy it

That belief in practical, steady
improvement has shaped the stud.

For Caldwell, good rams are
those that grow fast, handle tough
conditions and keep performing
year after year.

Short on Grain
Storage this coming

season?

Invest in the best
with a Westeel Silo

from REL

fbring the Nations Grain’
CALL US TODAY ON 0800 474 567

www.relgroup.co.nz
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Taking the Wheel: From Passenger
princesses to queens of the road

CLAIRE INKSON

en Darfield’s Emma
Burke heard someone
mention the term

“passenger princess,” she didn’t
laugh it off.

Instead, it sparked an idea that
would see women from across
Canterbury stepping up, taking
control, and learning practical
skills behind the wheel.

“The words passenger princess
were used, and [ went ‘what?”
Emma said. “Our boys are
very involved with the North
Canterbury Four Wheel Drive
Club, and there'd been an incident
while they were out having an
adventure. The driver became
unwell, and his passenger wasn’t
confident in getting the vehicle
home. That’s when I thought, we
really need to do something about
this”

That idea became Take the
Wheel, a women’s 4WD training
day held at Springfield on October
19, which drew 20 women and 10
spectators.

The day was run with the
support of the North Canterbury
Four Wheel Drive Club, whose
members volunteered as coaches.

“It was all women behind the
wheel,” Emma said. “The coaches
were all the blokes from the club,
and they were brilliant. They took
everyone right back to basics and
made sure there was no pressure
or judgement.”

The day was run with the support of the North Canterbury Four Participants rotated through six training stations, covering
Wheel Drive Club, whose members volunteered as coaches. topics such as managing tyre pressures, vehicle recovery, using
PHOTOS BRAEDYN WARD FROM VELOCITY PHOTOGRAPHY personal locator beacons, and hill starts on uneven ground.

The training day was structured around giving women
the confidence to take their 4wd safely off road.

Twenty women took part in the training day.

THINKING AHEAD
WITH FORAGE?

Grow with us

Forage crops offer a nutritious, cost-effective solution to keep your livestock well fed year-round. Whether
you're looking to meet seasonal demand or bridge feed gaps, now is the perfect time to consider options
like kale or other brassicas.

Talk to your local Cates agronomist today, your New Zealand 7
seed specialist — and let's grow your feed potential together. Cates -
0800 900 308 | info@cates.co.nz | cates.co.nz N Zesands Secd Speciists



Participants rotated through six
training stations, covering topics
such as managing tyre pressures,
vehicle recovery, using personal
locator beacons, and hill starts on
uneven ground.

“Some of the women didn’t
even know what PSI meant,”
Emma said. “By the end of it they
were using gauges, adjusting tyre
pressures, and understanding how
much rubber they had on the road
at different settings.”

The final station, river crossings
on the Kowai River, was the clear
favourite.

“The river was shallow enough
to be safe but wide enough to have
fun in,” she said. “We even had a
biggest splash competition. I was
lucky enough to get a ride through
the water myself. It was just
awesome to see the smiles.”

Feeding the crew

Food was an important part of
the day, thanks to the Darfield
Glenroy Branch of Rural Women
NZ, where Emma serves on the
committee.

“The 4WD (Club agreed to help
on the condition they were well
fed,” Emma said. “The branch
ladies put on an amazing morning
tea spread, and we definitely
surpassed expectations.”

Lunch was a community effort,
with buns donated by Darfield
Bakery, lamb from Tim Sowman at
Annavale Station, and cooking gear
provided by Nicky Geddes of Verve
Real Food Catering.

“The lunch went down a real
treat,” Emma said. “We had to
move back to our place to get out
of the wind because no one wants
silt in their sandwiches.”

A fundraiser for a cause
The event raised more than

There was a wide range of vehicles at

the training day from Jeep Wranglers

to Ford Rangers.

The scratchie raffle was won by Loganne
in her “two-tonne orange road cone”
Ford Ranger Ute.

$2000 for the Westpac Rescue
Helicopter, with another $2000
expected once the raffle for a
Thermomix TM6, donated by
Libby Gray of Shared Territory, is
complete.

The scratchie raffle was won by
Loganne in her “two-tonne orange
road cone” ute, and the Lotto
bonus draw prize was also donated
to the cause.

“We’ve been blown away by
people’s generosity,” Emma said.
“All proceeds are going to the
Westpac Rescue Helicopter, and
that feels really good.”

The event was also supported
by a long list of local businesses,

including Trafco Hire Centre,
Hillside Farm, and national brands
such as FMG, Harraways Oats,
Thirsty Acres, and J & P Watkins
Cherries.

“The feedback was amazing,”
Emma said. “People said they
learned new skills and felt
empowered. There was no
criticism and no silly questions.
Everyone was just encouraging
each other. That's what I wanted it
to be!”

Building skills
and connection
The idea for Take the Wheel

The event not only helped women with
confidence behind the wheel, but raised
$2000 for the Westpac Rescue Helicopter.
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The final station, river crossings on the Kowai
River, was the clear favourite.

A competition for the “biggest splash” added
to the fun of the event.
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Following the success of the 4WD day, Emma
is already planning a Hands-On Rural Skills
Day for early 2026, featuring trailer-backing

grew from Emma’s participation

in Rural Women NZ’s Leadership
Development Programme with
Number 8 HR, which challenged
participants to create a project that
gave back to their communities.

“It was about honouring the past
and embracing the future,” Emma
said. “For me, it was about bringing
rural women together, whether
they grew up on farms or moved
here more recently. Not everyone’s
had the same opportunities to
learn those hands-on skills, and
this was a way to build confidence
and connection.”

Following the success of the
4WD day, Emma is already

EAST COAST

POWERSPORTS TIMARU

All On-Road, Off-Road and Watersports needs in one place

with different vehicles,
setting up and fault-finding electric fences,
and possibly beginner chainsaw sessions.

changing tyres,

planning a Hands-On Rural Skills
Day for early 2026, featuring
trailer-backing with different
vehicles, changing tyres, setting up
and fault-finding electric fences,
and possibly beginner chainsaw
sessions. “There’s a real appetite
for it,” she said. “We’ll keep the
same supportive format. Learn,
laugh, and give it a go.”

From taking the wheel to
learning new rural skills, Emma’s
vision is simple: empower
women to feel capable, confident
and connected. “Sometimes
confidence comes from just giving
it a go,” she said. “That’s what it’s
all about.”

Jet Skis starting from
$11,999 incl

Life Jackets
starting from

$50

[ zeceano) sriaen

EAST COAST

POWERSPORTS TIMARU

127 Hilton Highway, Washdyke Timaru | (03) 6887-517 | www.timarucanam.co.nz
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OPINION

My Christmas
Wishlist

EvA HARRIS

y social media is
overflowing with Elf-on-
the-Shelf antics, Silver

Bells echoing through every mall,
and the supermarket looks like
Santa threw up. Christmas is
definitely on its way.

With the holiday season comes
the annual rush: “Let’s get this
done before Christmas!” and
“Before you head off for the
holidays, could you just... [insert
task that could probably wait until
January].” Even governments aren’t
immune, scrambling to release
documents for public consultation
before the year ends — hoping,
perhaps, that everyone’s too
busy with festivities to respond.
Democracy in action!

As the late nights pile up,
reviewing endless documents and
racing to meet deadlines, I find
myself wishing Santa could swoop
in and sort out all our problems.
But what would success even look
like if we could just wave a magic
wand?

For me, I see farmers standing
tall, proud of the food they
produce, and a country buzzing
with excitement to share our best
with the world. Our systems are set
up to enable our farmers to get on
with things. Communities would
be lively, young people would

return home, seeing a bright future
here. Clean water would flow from
my well, my kids would splash in
the Selwyn River, and native birds
would sing in every garden.

But do we really need Santa? Or
is it up to us to shape the future
we want? As tempting as it is to
wish away our challenges, it’s
our choices and habits that move
us closer (or further) from our
dreams. As we enter 2026, we can
reflect on our actions and make
the choices needed to create the
future we want for our children
and grandchildren. What better gift
could we give them?

So, here’s wishing you a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year,
along with my own Christmas
wishlist!

On the twelfth day of Christmas,
my true love gave to me...
Twelve Consents Granted
Eleven Sampling Wells
Ten Big Wigs Shaking
Nine Ladies Shopping
Eight Cows a Milking
Seven Kids a Swimming
Six Bushes Growing
Five Clean Streams
Four Native Birds
Three MAR Sites
Two Protests Crushed
And a Long-Term RMA Reform!
Eva Harris
is Principal Environmental
Adpvisor at Enviro Collective

Boraman
Consultants

Irrigation measurement &
monitoring specialists

What we do: What we sell:
Hydrology & Open Channel Measurement Flow Meters
Flow Meters Installation & Verification Data Loggers & Telemetry
Water Quality Sampling & Programs Soil Moisture Sensors Probes & Strips
Effluent Monitoring Pond Leakage Tests Weather Stations & Rain Gauges
Soil Moisture Sensor Installation & Service Automatic Irrigation Gates

03 688 5539 .ibormancon:



compliance easier

MEGAN FITZGERALD

he Heakeo Hinds Hill
I Country catchment group
have been collecting water
quality data, carrying out eDNA
(environmental data testing), and
planting more natives through
the catchment group. On top
of this data collection, they are
also expanding their knowledge
of environmental management
and where to make strategic
investments to have the greatest
environmental impact.

In our growing compliance
driven world, having this data and
knowledge on-hand is reducing
costs and saving time for our
catchment group members.

Farm environmental plans
(FEP) are a requirement in Mid
Canterbury for any farming
enterprise of a commercial scale.
Some entities such as major
irrigation schemes administer
FEPs, however if you are not part of
one of these entities, you bear the
cost of collecting and complying
with the requirements yourself.

By being a member of the
catchment group, farmers are
able to use the data collected
to sit alongside their FEP’s. In
addition, they are expanding their
knowledge of the environment,
not only on their farm but also

neighboring properties. Catchment
members can confidently speak

to auditors about what they have
done, are doing, and plan to do
when it comes to managing their
environmental impact.

Plans (FWFP) where compliance
shifts to a catchment context,
having a connection to what is

On top of water quality data collection, landowners are also expanding their
knowledge of environmental management and where to make strategic

investments to have the greatest environmental impact.

In a future with Freshwater Farm  Plans).

happening surrounding you will be
key for success. FWFP are currently
being developed alongside the
RMA reform and are expected to
be in place soon (Ministry for the
Environment, Freshwater Farm

Data is not only useful for
compliance with council and
government, but it is also being

PHOTO SUPPLIED

used by our farmers to unlock
premiums in the market. One
example is the New Zealand Farm
Assurance Program (NZFAP).

Our farmer members are able

to unlock a premium with most
red meat processors by showing
compliance across industry good
practice. It is important to see a real
financial difference for our farmers
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Catchment groups make

in a compliance-driven world.
Catchment group members are
ready to take any opportunity that
rewards farmers who understand
and can show the steps they are
taking to improve their environment.

Mid Canterbury Catchment
Collective exists to support the
data collection and management
for farmers. It provides the tools,
such as a nitrogen water tester,
stream health assessment tools
(SHMAK) as well as training to
carry out the assessments.

MCCC is also looking into ways
that it can support farmers in
telling their story. This creates two
really positive outcomes; firstly,
that farmers are confident their
data is protected and accessible in
the ways they deem appropriate.
Secondly, if they do wish to use the
data, that regulators know the data
is collected with integrity through
standard operating procedures.

If you are interested in how
catchment groups could make
compliance easier for your
farm, please get in contact
with Angela Cushnie, Mid
Canterbury Catchment Collective
coordinator at coordinator@
mccatchmentcollective.nz or
phone 0276033457.

Megan Fitzgerald is facilitator
for Hekeao Hinds Hill Country
Catchment Group

FIVE YEAR

MANUFACTURER’S

WARRANTY

BACK UP YOUR INVESTMENT WITH
QUALITY PARTS

NOW Stocking yellow hydraulic gear boxes

o Complete centre pivot driveline components:
gearboxes, centre-drives, booster pumps,
end guns, wheels and tyres...and more
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Senngnger @ AGRI-INJECT .z |UMC EXCLUSIVE NZ Aftermarket Distributor
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Call today 03 307 2662
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From Biggar to Gore: A decade of hard work
leads to farm ownership for the Ramsays

The couple began their New
Zealand journey in Tuatapere,
managing a 250-cow farm. Gregor
went on to work for Fonterra as a
milk supply manager, while Lynne
took a position as a meat inspector
at Finegand Freezing Works.

A few years later they began
their sharemilking career on the
Taieri Plains, just outside Dunedin,
initially milking 140 cows for

Ten years after stepping off a four years before taking on a

plane from Scotland, Lynne neighbouring 280-cow, contract-

and Gregor Ramsay are milking job in their fourth season.
about to pay the deposit on their When COVID-19 hit, they
first New Zealand dairy farm, a decided it was time to focus on the
200-cow, 105-hectare property farm full-time.
near Gore. “We’d both been working town

It marks the culmination of a jobs as well as farming,” Lynne
decade of determination, long says. “By 2020 we knew it was
hours and careful planning for the ~ time to put everything into the
Southland couple. business.”

Lynne grew up in a long line of In 2023 they moved south to
Scottish dairy and sheep farmers, Riverton, taking on a 320-cow
while Gregor is a first-generation 50:50 sharemilking position, half
farmer from a family of teachers Jerseys and half Friesians, milking
and engineers. twice a day in a 30-a-side shed.

He first travelled to New Zealand “We keep everything as pure as

in 2010 and quickly fell in love with ~ we can, so we have as few bobby
the country. Three and a halfyears  calves as possible,” Lynne says.

later, after returning home, he “I'want to try and give as many
came back to Southland. animals a life as I can.”
In that time he had met Lynne, The Ramsays run a
and less than a year later she straightforward operation,
followed him across the world. avoiding expensive technology in
“Our neighbours were so niceto  favour of good stockmanship and
us and took us under their wing,” practical systems.
she says. “I found the harder you “We’re very much tail-paint and
Having come from a long line of Scottish dairy farmers, worked and the better you were that’s it,” Lynne says. “At our’scale,
dairy farming is in Lynne’s blood. PHOTO SUPPLIED to people, the better people were collars andnsensors just don’t stack
back to you. up on cost.

Wora
Hoof Trimming Crush

Building a New Dairy Shed This
Season?

Standard Crush Hydraulic Crush
from $8,349 *sst from $29,950 *sst
Wopra Wopra
Hoof Trimming Crush Hydraulic Cattle Crushes
o
Superior design for comfort and safety, The Wopa Hydraulic® Cattle Crush is a M ake Su re yO U ri nSh ed feed SySte m
the WOPA keeps you in control and out of very reliable and robust cattle crush for
harm’s way. professional hoof trimmers and veterinarians. o
is sorted — call the experts at REL
Don’t just take our word for it... I
“The crush is very easy to use and kind to the cows. “The safety factor for animals and staff is great. It’s the G ro u p L4
Cows are kept well-restrained while trimming hooves. sheer ease of use and full accessibility with no bars
We now treat cows quicker because it’s no hassle in the way. Wish we had purchased it years ago. Great
using the crush.” KEVIN CHAPPELL, LEESTON investment!” D. TERRY — MANAWATU o 0
REL GROUP - ‘Feeding the Nations Herd’
To find out more, call us today! Freephone 0800 833 463
Freephone 0800 833 463 m %\ ‘GQ CA L L U S TO DAY O N 0 8 O 0 474 5 67
Email info@veehof.co.nz e W@@D{I @ﬁ/r \\Eﬁ%

;',

www.veehof.co.nz &I HOOF CARE SPECIALISTS 7/

www.relgroup.co.nz




Lynne says Southland has given them opportunity and community in equal measure.

With three young children —
George (5%2), Hamish (4) and
Fraser (2%) — Lynne has had to
adapt.

“I turned my days into nights so
I could get as much done when the
kids were asleep,” she says. “During
calving, it’s often easier to be up at
four in the morning than to juggle
it all later in the day.”

The couple take pride in running
alean but productive farm.

“Over the last four years we
bought a new tractor, mower and
fertiliser spreader,” Lynne says.
“They’re the three things we use
nearly every day. If they're not
working, that’s downtime and lost
efficiency.

Working with minimal staff —
often just a visiting backpacker
— means time off is limited. “We
make sure to have a proper break
once we dry off at the end of May,”
Lynne says. “The rest of the year is
full-on.”

The new farm near Gore will see

the couple step from sharemilking
into full ownership. “We’ve always
done small farms and kept costs
low,” Lynne says. “At the moment
we're doing over 600 kg milk solids
per cow. The strong milk price and
good stock values have helped
fund this next step.”

Both credit off-farm experience
for helping them reach their goal.

Gregor’s time with Fonterra gave
him valuable insight into finance
and business structure, while
Lynne’s work as a meat inspector
helped the pair gain residency and
build their savings.

“It’s been about having different
skills and different baskets to pull
from,” she says. “You just keep your
head down, keep going and don’t
give up”

She says the biggest challenge
has been raising a young family
away from relatives.

“We have no family here, so
we’ve had to rely on friends.
During COVID, all our kids were

Tarbotton Land & Civil

BAA

G

MOO

>

Converting
to dairy?

We provide a complete solution from effluent ponds and
irrigation dams to earthworks associated with dairy sheds,
compost barns, underpasses, laneways, tree removal and more.

Scan to learn more about our services
tarbotton.co.nz

GUARDIAN

Gregor and Lynne Ramsay with their children
George (5%2), Hamish (4) and Fraser (2%2).
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under two. There were plenty of
days when I had one strapped to
my back while we worked.”

Looking back, Lynne says
Southland has given them
opportunity and community in
equal measure.

“It’s a small place — your
reputation goes before you. If you
work hard and treat people well,
doors open”

Her advice for others hoping to
climb the dairy ladder is simple.

“Don’t believe everything you
see online. It doesn’t show the
sweat and the tears,” she says.
“Spend a few months in different
regions before you commit to one.
And think outside the box — find
extra skills or side income to keep
things moving.”

For Lynne, the message that
matters most is perseverance.
“Work hard and lower your
expectations,” she says with a
laugh. “If you have no expectations
you can achieve anything.

The Ramsays run a straightforward operation, avoiding expensive
technology in favour of good stockmanship and practical systems.

TARANAKI ENGINEERING SOLVING A NATIONWIDE
FRUSTRATION WITH LEAKING BALLCOCKS

THE SIS BALLCOCK - 316 MARINE GRADE STAINLESS STEEL

 Simple — so simple your bank manager could understand how it works
* Indestructible — The strongest ballcock on the NZ market

» Stainless steel — life time warranty on the main CNC machined body
Buy 10@ $99.50 +GST each receive 12 units (freight included)

Long arm (300mm) 10mm diameter water port
Short Arm (100mm) 6mm diameter water port
Does not stick open Does not stick shut
No internal parts Easily serviced

Seal face is continually flushed clean by incoming water

Manufactured by
Specialist Stainless Steel Products Limited
0800 175 720
www.sisballcock.co.nz * sales@sisballcock.co.nz
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Where we ask a farmer five quick questions about
agriculture and what farming means to them. Today we
chat to Southland dairy farmer Gregor Ramsay.

I grew up in a very rural village in Scotland. My mum is a teacher, and my

dad was part of his family’s engineering business. My older brother and Iloved
farming however and found jobs on local farms from a very young age. I worked
during weekends and holidays on a beautiful little family dairy farm until I was 13
and then started working on a larger scale 500 cow dairy farm where they processed
and sold their own milk in bottles across central Scotland. This experience in dairy
farming really lit a fire underneath me to pursue a career in the industry. I gained
my BSc (HONS) in Agriculture and Business Management before heading to New
Zealand on my OE where I worked on dairy farms in Southland. After returning to
Scotland, I became very “home sick” for New Zealand and decided that after a few
years working as a milk supply manager for a dairy co-operative I needed to move
back and pursue my life-long goal of owning my own herd of cows someday. The
sharemilking model, underpinned by a very strong co-operative has helped create
this huge opportunity for young people to enter the industry and thrive. It's amazing!

1 What did your journey into farming look like?

Tell us a little bit about your farming operation.
We are currently in our third season 50-50 sharemilking 320 cows near
Riverton. This is our 7th season as sharemilkers. Our herd is an even split of
Jerseys and Friesians. The farm is 108ha and is flat to rolling and has shelter belts
planted throughout the property. We like to maximise our herds potential by feeding
a high-quality blend through the shed and pre-mowing for much of the season to
increase dry matter intakes. From this we achieve 600kgMS/cow.

you tackled those challenges?

Our biggest challenge has been the fact we are halfway across the world and
don’t have family around us for support. But in saying that, we have an amazing
group of friends who are also on similar journeys and so we all support each other.
Another challenge has been staying disciplined. There are always times along the
journey where you feel a lot more comfortable than others and that’s usually the
first sign to let you know that the time is right to make the next jump before you start
deviating from your goal. Easier said than done!

3 What challenges have you faced in your farming business, and how have

So many! Watching our very first cows walking off the truck. Running around
the South Island picking up items from TradeMe and clearing sales to set up
our business. Buying our first ever brand-new tractor. Achieving 600kgMS/cow. This
whole journey has been a highlight to be honest. A dream come true!

] What has been a major highlight for you in your farming journey?

Perhaps a strange one, but take a million pictures. Your journey will be
long and winding and it’s vitally important that you never forget where it started
and what you have achieved over the years. I love looking back at pictures we took
years ago. It always brings happiness.

5What advice would you have for the next generation of farmers?

2014 KRONE
BIG X700
FORAGER

Full service
by our factory
trained personnel

300 Easy flow
pick up

4290 Engine
hours (2846 drum
hours)

Man V8 16 litre
engine

$190,000.00
+GST

2019 TUBELINE
TL6000AX2
BALEWRAPPER

Rounds or
squares

Just 28000
bales use

Fresh looking
late model

$59,900.00
+GST

FIVE —Lowem

2019 CLAAS
DISCO 3150TC
MOWER
CONDITIONER

Extremely
tidy condition

7 Disc

LOOK!

$39,900.00
+GST

2017
WEBBLINE
SUPERWRAP
XL

Round bale tube
wrapper

Excellent condition
54000 bales

$49,000.00
+GST

70 Racecourse Road, Washdyke
Ph: 03 688 2031 m E: sales@pwtractors.co.nz

See www.paulwilkinstractor.co.nz for more details




The team at Rainer wishes everyone a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Our store will be open normal hours and closed stat days. Service
teams will be working and available throughout the Christmas period.

Talk to the leaders in water technology rainerco.nz | 03307 9049

SPRINGFIELD
LIME COMPANY

VICTORY“LIME SL

Merry Christmas

New Year

ep an eye out for improved pastures.

ity aglime comes down to particle size and moisture content.

o us today about how our lime can make a difference on your farm.

:.“palmen*e‘sources.co.nz

The Team at GDC wish all their clients and
suppliers a Safe and Happy Christmas

Closed for the Holidays

LAST DAY ' Friday 19th December

[ REOPENING JVIS T ESAS T WENTETY

We look forward to
seeing you all in 2026!

GDC

0800 432 583 Email office@gdcgroup.nz

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
to all of our customers & suppliers

¢ Experienced drivers

¢ Excellent area knowledge

¢ Modern fleet with the
latest technology

Call our
team today

03 308 4079

Ao Proud to service the farming
Clraeihe) i community in canterbury
Ashburton
Fairlie
Kurow
St Andrews
Waimate

Phone 308 4079

www.ruraltransport.co.nz

-Livestock cartage - Fertiliser spreading -
Bulk cartage - cool and dry storage -
Tow and Fert - General freight

Call Stew 0274 622 529

PlaceMakers

Wishing all our customers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

115 Alford Forest Road, Ashburton 7700 « Ph (03) 308 9099

Merry Christmas to all , only closing for stats
over Christmas see you in the New Year

Trucks based in
Ashburton « Valetta

« Servicing Culverden - Oamaru fortnightly

» Made fresh on farm and custom blended

+ Rolled, crushed or bruised grain, peas & maize

« Other Micro-ingredients can be added

+ We'll even unblock auger tubes while we're there

Mt Somers Excavation

Trusted results with over 20 years experience

Rural Earthworks ¢ Industrial ¢ Irrigation * Rural * Screen Shingle Supplies

Mt Somers Excavation
Call Alistair on 027 434 7278
20 Hinds Gorge Road, RD 8, Ashburton 7778 | www.mtsomersexcavation.co.nz

Wishing you all a
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

AR

“Professional Earthmovers
Shaping Your World”

®0274 832 712 or (03) 308 0287 |

© 192 Racecourse Road, Ashburton
@ www.granthoodcontracting.co.nz
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WHERE GOOD FOOD MEETS
GREAT FUN!

RELAX OVER A TASTY MEAL, THEN
CHALLENGE YOUR MATES TO A
ROUND OF BOWLING AT THE PHOENIX
COMPLEX IN OAMARU. GREAT
ATMOSPHERE, GREAT FOOD, AND
GREAT FUN—ALL UNDER ONE ROOF.

&

'SMOKEHOUSE, BAR & GRILL

Residential, Agricultural and Light Commercial

Let us take care
of it all for you...

® From the initial design through to the
complete working drawings.

m Building consent through your local council.
® Building and managing sub-contractors.
m All backed by a Master Builders guarantee.

Gostact S 027 354 1754
//s = Jeff@jdbuilders.nz

7/ @ www.jdbuilders.nz
Todey
C

PROPRIETORS — KERRY & RAEWYN STILL AND HAYDEN & KELLY CURRIE

New and Used Farm Machinery Sales. Tractor and Farm
Machinery Repairs. All Makes and Models of Machinery.
Hydraulic Hose Repair Service.

A: Pukeuri Junction, Private Bag, Pukeuri | P: 03 4313760 | M: 0274 338 030 | W: stillsfarmmachinery.co.nz

OFFICE HOURS:
8AM-5PM

224 Thames St, Oamaru
Ph 03 433 0011
info@hiflo.co.nz
www.hiflo.co.nz

OAMARU * WAITAKI « MACKENZIE

COMMERCIAL & RURAL SOLAR

Reduce your power bhills

Minimise the impact of future power price increases
Enjoy a sustainable, reliable power source for your site
Reduce your carbon footprint

“@
4 CALL 0800 434 840
o s FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE W

QUALITY ASSURED
MASTER
‘ ELECTRICIAN

DTRGE

SO SERENE BEAUTY

Men, Women, Children cuts/colouring
Hair ups
Brazilian and body waxing
Lash/Brow tint

SONYA WATSON
HAIRSTYLIST / BEAUTY THERAPIST
Graduated ITEC / AORAKI
sonyamariewatson@gmail.com

0211178486 | 18/3 Parsons road | RDIC | Oamaru

Located in Oamarus Historic Precinct,
Housekeepers Design Brings to life edgy Designer
Fashion & Homewares.

18 Harbour Street, South Hill, Oamaru 9400
Phone: 03 434 2550

Mon — Fri 9.30am — 5.30pm
Sat/Sun 10am —4pm

HEAT & HOME SHOWROOM
HOURS: 9AM-5PM

224 Thames St, Oamaru
Ph 03 433 0011
heat@hiflo.co.nz
www.hiflo.co.nz

OAMARU « WAITAKI « MACKENZIE

)

Bl6 BITES,
BolD APPETITES

14 HARBOUR
STREET, SOUTH HILL,
OAMARU 9400

PHONE: 03 434 2550

Monday - Friday
10.30-2.30

Wdb - 0€:6 N340

OFFICE HOURS:
8AM-5PM

224 Thames St, Oamaru
Ph 03 433 0011
info@hiflo.co.nz
www.hiflo.co.nz

OAMARU * WAITAKI « MACKENZIE



Good dogs, great yarns, and a day out worth
leaving the farm for - the Hurunui Flock Tours
are back, bringing the district together one

paddock at a time.

ach March, the hills and
Evalleys of Hurunui come alive

with the sound of dogs, utes,
and good conversation as farmers
open their gates for the annual
Hurunui Flock Tours.

Formerly known as the Flock
Competition, the event has been
rebranded to better reflect its true
spirit of connection, learning, and
celebration.

It brings together farmers
from the Amberley, Amuri,
Cheviot and Hawarden A&P
Districts, showcasing excellence
in sheep farming while creating
opportunities for all generations to
share ideas and inspiration.

“It’s not just about competing
anymore,” says Nicola
Johns, Animal Health Sales
Representative and Team Leader
for North Canterbury Vets,
which helps coordinate the
event alongside the local A&P
Associations.

“We wanted to make it
something people could learn from
— a chance to get off-farm, have
good conversations, and walk away
with new ideas to take home.

The Hurunui Flock Tours began
as part of the national Ewe Hogget
Competition, which ran from 1995
until 2020.

When the national event ended,
North Canterbury Vets stepped
up to ensure the local tradition
continued.

“There were times when interest
had dipped,” Johns says. “If we
hadn’t kept it going, it probably
would have died out completely.
But it’s too valuable for that - it
brings people together, especially
in tough seasons when morale can
be low”

The shift from “competition” to
“tours” has opened the event to a
wider group of participants and
changed the tone of the day.

Farmers are encouraged to view
it as a field day, open to anyone

From consent to the pump

interested, not just entrants.

“You don’t have to enter to come
along,” Johns says. “Anyone can
join in, and there’s no fee. The
more that come, the better. It’s a
great day out, and you always take
something home from it

Each of the four Hurunui A&P
districts hosts its own district day,
where exhibitors present their
hogget and two-tooth flocks for
judging.

The top flocks from each area
then go on to the Champion of
Champions Day, which sees eight
farms visited in one day, followed
by a community prizegiving and
dinner, often at a local pub such as
the Greta Valley Tavern.

“When we turn up at a farm,
the farmer gives a bit of a spiel —
they’ll talk about flock numbers,
their goals, the season they've
had,” Johns explains. “You get great
discussions happening. Someone
will hear how another farmer does
something and think, ‘I could try
that! It's educational as much as it
is social”

The Tours attract a mix of long-
time farmers, young managers,
and new entrants to the industry.

North Canterbury Vets actively
encourage participation from
the next generation, including
Growing Future Farmers students
and new staff learning the ropes.

“We really want to see the
younger generation and farm
managers stepping up,’ Johns says.
“It’s about giving them confidence
to take ownership, to share their
knowledge, and to see themselves
as future leaders.”

In some cases, the Tours
highlight the strength of family
farming traditions.

“Last year we had three
generations on one farm. Moments
like that remind us why this event
matters.”

For Johns and her team, the
Flock Tours are about far more
than ribbons or trophies. “We're
passionate about seeing our
farmers succeed in what they're
trying to achieve,” she says. “It’s
about animal health, productivity,
and helping farmers do what they
do best. These days are a way for us
to give back — to celebrate what'’s
good about our community.”

That community spirit is
contagious.

29
Flocking together in Hurunui

The McLean Partnership who represented Amuri in the Champion of Champions. (L-R)
Ben McLean, Don McLean, Stuart McLean and Annie McLean.

2025 Championsfrom Amberley A&P Associations

PHOTOS SUPPLIED

Nicola Johns, Animal Health Sales Representative
and Team Leader for North Canterbury Vets says the
flock tours are about more than competition — it's

John Kotlowski (I) and Craig Thomlinson.

From retired farmers jumping
into a shared van for the day
to neighbours catching up
over paddock gates, the Tours
have become a highlight of the
Hurunui farming calendar. “It’s
a celebration of what we achieve
together — as a district, as families,
and as an industry,” Johns says.

“You always learn something
new, and you always leave feeling
proud.”

The 2026 Hurunui Flock Tours
will take place in late March,
with dates to be confirmed in the
coming weeks.

Farmers interested in entering
or joining the Tours can find

MCMILLAN

residential

PH 03 324 2571

irrigation

a chance to get off-farm, have good conversations,
and walk away with new ideas to take home.

PHOTO CLAIRE INKSON

updates and details on the North
Canterbury Vets website or via the
Hurunui Flock Tours Facebook
page.

“Come along. You don’t need
an invite. Bring your team, your
neighbours, or just yourself. It's
one of those days that reminds you
why you love farming”

lifestyle

www.drilling.co.nz

ALAND DRILLERS FEDERATION INC
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Aussie-built
caravans
Ready for NZ roads
and adventures

1 Grants Road, Timaru
03 6887517 or 021 533144
ben@ecptimaru.co.nz

LOCALLY OWNED AND
OPERATED MASTER TIMARU
ELECTRICIANS

e Residential © Security Pumping @ Servicing @ Installation
e Solar e Appliances 19 Seadown Road, Washdyke Timaru

e Data e Commercial 03 688 2373

FREE WATER TESTING
WITH POOL CHEMICAL
PURCHASES

Irrigation Filtration

143 Hilton Highway, Timaru | 03 6885358 | timaru.reception@aoteaelectric.co.nz Enjoy c’eﬂr water Uﬂd member perks-’
T&C'S Apply

Proudly Serving the Pleasant
Poiut rhrea for 18 yeare
* Plumbing * Heating
* Drainage * Excavation
+ Gasfitting « Effluent Systems

Call: Brad Jones
M: 027 223 3038
H: 03 614 7959
www.plumbinganddrainage.co.nz
E: bjplumbing@xtra.co.nz

Your local South Canterbury
Heat Pump, Air Conditioning
and Ventilation Experts for
Service and Installation

www.gavinlowetimaru.co.nz

Ph 03 2429016
www.totalspan.co.nz
timaru@totalspan.co.nz ' ¥ 4 #Gavin Lowe Energy
03 688 7066 HEAT PUMPS « AIR CONDITIONING * VENTILATION

A

30 Racecourse Road, Washdyke, Timaru

2 Guiness Street, Timaru
021 0862 5599
www.keylaoliver.co.nz

Hours
Mon, Thu, Fri 10am -6pm
Tue, Wed 10am — 7pm
Sat/Sun closed
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One Stop Shop -
Fully Funded

Written by Emma Warmerdam, Technician for Verity NZ

hat sets Verity NZ

apart from other

carbon project

developers is our
seed-to-credit model. Verity
NZ manages all aspects of
carbon farming, collaborating
with landowners to plan,
develop, and maintain
projects, as well as measure,
verify, and sell carbon and
co-benefit credits.

Our ‘one-stop-shop’
approach simplifies things for
the landowner. There is one
point of contact, and we work
closely with you throughout
all stages of the project to
achieve the vision you have
for your land.

In addition to this,
Verity NZ covers the costs
associated with the project.
The landowner does not need
to pay for the registration,
implementation, or ongoing
monitoring and operations of
the project; Verity NZ pays for
all of that

So, what does this process
look like? The diagram to

based in Methven.

the right shows the project
flow from initial contact

to receiving carbon credit
income. We will be with you
every step of the way. The first
carbon credits are expected
two years after baseline
measurements are taken.
After this, crediting will occur
every two years, supplying

an alternative income stream
from your marginal land.

If this has got you
interested, get in touch with
our team in Methven for
further information. Verity
NZ is the genuine one-
stop-shop, seed-to-credit
company who will deliver for
you. Scan the QR code below
to find the link to our new
documentary showcasing our
restoration projects.

Website: www.veritynz.co.nz | phone: 03 423 2460

email: nz.enquiries@veritynature.com
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FOR ALL YOUR MOTORHOME
CARAVAN, BUS & TRUCK
BODYWORK

Panel & Paint Rust Repairs
Plastic welding Light Engineering
Insurance Work Restorations

033070378 | 027 427 4007
www.busandtruckbodyworks.nz
busandtruckbodyworks2023@gmail.com

0

ASHBURTON’S OLDEST FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED PAINTING BUSINESS

There’s nothing FOR OVER 70 YEARS

- -
quite like a specialising in
Sims pie! « Interior and exterior decorating alterations » Waterblasting
« Airless spraying « Plastering
« Wallpapering + Residential and Commercial

Phone: 03 3085774
Address: 123 Main South Road (Archibald
Street) Tinwald, Ashburton
Email: simsbakery@xtra.co.nz

For all your commercial or residential enquiries, call Greg Trudgeon today
Ph 03 308 8432 | Mobile 0274 332 259 | Email greg@trudgeonpainting.co.nz

Christmas Gifts at Stepping Out
Candles, Diffusers & Room Sprays Jewellery, Handbags, Sunglasses
Hand Creams & Soaps Socks, Jandals & Slides
Gift Vouchers
WE WILL
WORK ON SITE!
CONTACT US
TODAY TO SPRUCE
UP YOUR CAR
PARTS, OUTDOOR
FURNITURE, GATES
& MORE!
033089888 | 0212220227
i 26 Riverside Industrial Estate,
7 26 Robinson Street. Ruralco
STEPPING OUT Ph 03308 1819 | 144 EastSt, Ashburton | www.steppingout.conz www.ashburtonpowdercoating.com

‘MEMORY

FUNERALS

..becauwse memories last forever

For All Your Legal Needs

Mid Canterbury’s only locally owned funeral home.

ol ASHBURTON ROLLESTON
201 West Street www.argylewelsh.co.nz 41 Shelley Street

22 Moore Street, Ashburton | 0800 263 6679 | www.memoryfunerals.nz Ph: 03 308 8228 Ph: 03 347 0487

Virtual Reality Arcade

50+ Games & Experiences

30+ VR Escape Rooms

Racing Simulators

022 648 2418

Step into a new reality!
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GOOD TO GROW

Staveley Co-op 1916, is a beautifully restored
historic building nestled in the stunning
foothills of the Southern Alps in Staveley, Mid
Canterbury, New Zealand.

Available for weddings and functions.
Open for Bookings 2025/2026/2027

O 064276631488 | @ staveleycoopl9le@gmail.com | staveleycoopl916.com
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...like you’ve never
seen it before, plus

ext time you’re in

London, once you've

eyeballed Trafalgar
Square, Buckingham Palace
and Big Ben, you’ve gotta get
out in the country. Why?
Because there’s more to Ye
Olde England than just the City
of London ...

| mean, not far along the
M4 are some of the sweetest,
loveliest corners you can find in
this “green and pleasant land”.
And when you wander off the

like you’ve never
seen it before

beaten track (as we’re gonna do
in June/July 2026) you're soon
oohing-and-aahing at fairytale
villages, thatch-roofed cottages,
flower-smothered gardens,
leafy woodland lanes, pubs with
weird names, cathedrals with
pointy roofs, medieval castles
and knights in shining armour.

We'll fall in love with the
honey-coloured village of
Woodstock ... explore stunning
Blenheim Palace ... feel the
‘Downton Abbey’ vibes in old

Bampton town ... enjoy a
walkabout in exotic Hidcote
Manor ... get all floral at
Kiftsgate Court ... discover
magical Broadway ... and relive
some Roman history in Bath.

We’ll meander through
idyllic hamlets — like St lves, Doc
Martin’s Port Isaac, and
Singleton (where ‘The Repair
Shop’ is filmed).

WEe’ll soak up the seaside
magic of Padstow. And we’ll
roam more bloomin’ gardens

than you can shake a gumboot
at: like Sissinghurst, Trebah,
Heligan and Great Dixter.

We'll finish with a Midlife
Madness flourish, crossing the
Channel for a spectacular live
ANDRE RIEU concert, in his
hometown of Maastricht,
Holland!

e quick! This tour’s
almost FULL! Call us on
0800 323 333 or visit

www.midlifemadness.tours.

Join tour hosts

John & Robyn Cooney
20 days in Ye Olde England: June 2026

Mmidlife madness

The Garden Path

Meander with us through fairytale English villages,

quaint historic cottages, cobbled seaside towns, and
gardens so gorgeous they’ll knock yer gumboots off!

e Garden Tour price: $23,995 pp share twin e
e André Rieu Concert extra (see website) e

0800 323 333 — www.midlifemadness.tours




HOLIDAY READING GUIDE

We’ve pulled together a mix of books we think our rural readers will really enjoy this summer. There’s New Zealand
storytelling, real farming grit, a bit of adventure, plenty of inspiration — and even something straight from the farm
kitchen. From Nadia Lim’s warm and personal new cookbook to fiction, hunting tales and true farming histories,

these titles make great holiday reads or thoughtful Christmas gifts for the book lovers in your life.

SEA CHANGE

by Jenny Pattrick

RRP $37.99

A tsunami has
devastated a
small Kapiti Coast
community. The

government mandates
managed retreat — a
decision manipulated
by a powerful
businessman with his
own agenda.

This riveting and
charming story of
survival celebrates
tenacity, self-
sufficiency, and a
fierce love of home,
even against dire odds.

RIDING THE
ECHO DOWN:
Hunting Adventures
from New Zealand
and Around the World
by Peter Ryan

RRP $49.99

Explore the lives of
the great hunters of
the past — from the
primeval forests of
early New Zealand to
Africa, Asia and the
Americas — to the
present and future of
wilderness  hunting.
This is an essential
read for fans of hunting
stories and outdoor
adventure.

WHERE IN ALL
THE WORLD

by Vanessa Croft

RRP $38.99

From the Rakaia hills
to the drawing rooms
of London, through
the wilds of East Africa
and the brutal heart of
the Congo Free State,
Where in All the World
traces one woman’s
journey through
betrayal, resilience
and self-discovery.

Through the generosity of local people
who care, Advance Ashburton has
given over $7 million to support worthy
causes in our community.

Anyone can be a donor and make a difference.
Give through payroll at your workplace, by regular
automatic payment or through a one-off donation

to Advance Ashburton: 02-0836-0071001-002

Donations of $5 or more are eligible for a tax
rebate of 33.33% of your donation. Contact our
Executive Officer, Carolyn Clough to find out more.

www.advanceashburton.org.nz

03 307 5902

info@advanceashburton.org.nz

GOLD UNDER
THE MANUKA

by Bill Mouat

RRP $49.99

The inspirational
Mouat family story,
spanning several
generations, is about
hard work, courage,
and the relentless
determination to
succeed. Through
vision, intuition,
innovation, and
thinking big, they
achieved a large-scale,
gold-standard farming
operation.

FLORAL
ABUNDANCE:
Flowers, food and
beauty for the soul

by Kate Williams

RRP $69.99

Floral Abundance is
an invitation to slow
down, gather beauty
and find inspiration to
create. From the flower
field to the styling
table, Kate Williams
takes you on a food
and floral journey that
celebrates the artistry
in growing, gathering
and sharing seasonal
abundance.
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NADIA’S FARM
KITCHEN

by Nadia Lim

RRP $55

Nadia’s Farm Kitchen
is a warm, inspiring,
and deeply personal
cookbook celebrating
the rhythms of the
seasons and the simple
joys of life on the land.
Featuring over 70
wholesome, seasonal
recipes and more than
a dozen heartfelt short
stories about life on the
farm, this book offers a
unique glimpse into
the life of beloved cook
and TV personality
Nadia Lim as she raises
her family and grows
food on a working farm
in rural New Zealand.

e Open top bins for property and garden clean ups, perfect for
moving off the farm.

o Bins already on a number of farms in the area and casual

hire available

o Household and/or Garden waste Drum empty service

¢ Regular Rubbish Removal Service, with many local
companies hiring our Front Loader Bins and using our
Cardboard Recycling Cages

All provided by a Company based in Tinwald.

Gary McCormick Transport Ltd

PO Box 5044, Tinwald, Ashburton 7741 | Phone: 3072100 | Fax: 3072101
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From mushroom shed to skincare shelf:
The rural entrepreneur harnessing nature’s potential

Claire
Inkson

RURAL
EDITOR

ushrooms and skincare
might seem like an
unlikely combination,

but it’s a winning one for North
Canterbury entrepreneur Taylor
McConnell.

When Taylor McConnell walked
away from running a car yard
almost a decade ago, he knew one
thing for certain: he didn’t want to
work for anyone else again.

What he didn’t know was
that a chance encounter with a
mushroom kit would eventually
lead him into two very different
businesses - one supplying
homegrown fungi, and another
creating natural tallow-based
skincare.

“I'd always loved being outdoors.
I come from a farming background
and enjoyed gardening and
surfing,” he says. “I bought a
mushroom kit on a whim and
quickly realised there wasn’t much
information around about how
to grow them. So, I taught myself

Golden Enoki is just one of the mushroom kits Taylor McConnell sells. Mushrooms -like this Pink Oyster — are exotic and frol\r/? tCethO(ﬁk ls) duci
PHOTOS SUPPLIED that appeals to home growers and foodies alike. clonnelibegan producing
more mushrooms than he could

YOUR INSPIRATION GARDEN DESTINATION

Gift Vouchers French Country
We and 1000’s of Tealight houses
Cantabrians, think Create a magical
this is the best winter village
gift voucher! They with tea light
cover the Cafe, houses from
Gift Department French Country.
and the Garden Perfect for tea
Centre and if you light candles or
can't make it in battery operated
person, you can seed lights.

purchase them
online.
Hydrangeas: Roses are
vibrant, lush beautiful,
blooms in traditional and
pink, blue, fragrant; one
purple, white; Now Licensed o? the most
shade-loving. rewarding
Over 25 shrubs that
varieties you can add to
available your garden!
Huge range!

Suppliers to Ruralco and Farmlands

Main South Road, Tinwald | 033086858
www.lushingtons.co.nz Open 7 dayS




Sporeshift evolved from a mushroom farm selling
mushrooms like Shiitake to restaurants, but now supplies
to other DIY mushroom suppliers and home-growers.

eat, so he started supplying local
restaurants.

Before long, what began as a
hobby had grown into a full-time
business.

By the time Covid-19 hit, he was
producing around 100 kilograms
of specialty mushrooms a week,
mostly oyster and shiitake, for
restaurants across Canterbury and
Otago.

When lockdowns stopped
restaurant trade overnight, he had
to come up with a new plan.

“I built a website and went
down the education path, showing
people how to grow mushrooms
themselves and supplying what
they needed.”

That shift was the start of
SporeShift, a company that now
sells grow kits, grain spawn, agar
plates and everything a home
gardener or small farm might need
to cultivate their own fungi.

Today, McConnell also supplies

cultures and materials to other
commercial growers.

The appeal, he says, is partly in
the mystery.

“Mushrooms are a bit elusive
and exotic. Gardeners who've
grafted fruit trees or grown
heirloom vegetables are always
looking for the next challenge. For
alot of people, that’s mushrooms.”

Even sensational headlines
haven’t dented interest.

When news broke of an
Australian woman allegedly killing
her dinner guests with a poisonous
mushroom-laced beef Wellington,
McConnell says it only boosted
curiosity.

“There were lots of jokes about it,
but all media is good media. Every
time a story like that hits, website
traffic goes up and so do sales.”

For beginners, SporeShift’s
ready-to-grow kits are as simple
as placing a bag on the bench and
watching the fungi grow.

Entrepreneur Taylor McConnell has branched out into tallow skincare —

a niche market that has seen a surge in popularity.

DIY kits offer a more hands-
on experience, while advanced
growers can delve into agar work
and spawn production in a sterile
lab environment.

On his family’s 20-acre Ohoka
property, McConnell operates
a custom-built cleanroom,
incubation space and packing
area, most of which he designed
and built himself because the
equipment wasn't available in New
Zealand.

While SporeShift continues
to thrive, McConnell’s eye for
emerging trends led him in
another unexpected direction.

“Iwatch a lot of what happens in
the US and Canada because New
Zealand usually lags behind by a
year or two. I saw the rise of tallow-
based skincare and thought it
would be cool to make something
clean and simple for friends and
family”

The result is Talos Skincare, a

VISION

-

our NZbrokers

operation.

NS URANZCE
-

Qualified, experienced
brokers who work

for you to get more
out of your insurer.
You benefit from

membership, as we
provide broader cover
and policies to cover
your whole business

Phone: 03 3071990 | 73 Burnett St Ashburton
www.visioninsurance.co.nz

RURAL AND FARM
A" 3 INSURANCE

Protect Your Livelihood

PHOTOS SUPPLIED

small-batch, tallow-based body
balm made from South Island beef
fat, olive oil, manuka honey and
essential oils.

The name comes from Greek
mythology: Talos was a bronze
guardian who protected the island
of Crete. “We liked the idea of the
product as a protector of the skin,”
he says.

One of the biggest formulation
challenges was neutralising the
natural smell of beef fat, without
chemicals.

“My sisters were ruthless testers.
Getting rid of that smell in a
natural way is time-consuming,
but it sets us apart”

McConnell is quick to address
common misconceptions about
tallow.

“Some people think it’s gross to
rub fat on your skin or say there’s
not enough science behind it. You
can'’t patent beef fat, so no one’s
funding big studies. But people

are surprised how well it soaks in.
Tallow is very similar to the oils our
skin produces, so it absorbs easily.
It’s also rich in fat-soluble vitamins
A, D, E and K, which are absorbed
and stored by the skin.”

For now, T4los is sold only
online, much like his mushroom
supplies, but interest is growing.

“Some of the bigger brands are
doing the hard work educating
people about tallow, which is great.
Once customers want a product
with a cleaner scent, they start
looking for alternatives.

Both ventures, he says, started
the same way.

“Iwanted to make something
useful and natural for the people
I care about. If it turns into a
business, that’s a bonus.”

Find out more:
SporeShift Mushrooms —
www.sporeshift.co.nz
Talos Skincare —
www.talosskincare.co.nz

CONTINUOUS SPOUTING

We pride ourselves on our workmanship &
the quality continuous spouting product we
offer. Less joins reduces the risk of leaks.

10 YEAR LEAK FREE GUARANTEE

Call Ben

03 308 4380 or 027 390 1027

www.alpscontinuousspouting.com
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Digging deep for kids

Claire
Inkson

RURAL
EDITOR

( : hildren from Ashburton

to Ashley can now enjoy

aride-on experience they
will never forget, thanks to a new
Canterbury business that uses
digger hire to fund free rides for
children who might otherwise miss
out.

Little Rides, launched in May by
Christchurch mother and banking
professional Angel Noble, offers
fully operational mini diggers
for hire at children’s parties,
community events and family
gatherings across the region.

The unique trailer-mounted
digger gives children aged two and
over the chance to operate real
machinery in a safe, controlled
environment.

What sets Little Rides apart is its
purpose.

Revenue from private bookings
directly funds free visits to
preschools, early childhood
centres and charity events,
ensuring children from all
backgrounds can experience the
joy of hands-on play.

“We do as many free preschool
visits as we can during the week,”
Noble said. “We’ve been to charity
events, visited early childhood
centres and even worked with kids
in care. It's not about profit. It’s

about making sure all children get
to experience that joy.”

Purpose before profit

The idea was sparked while
Noble was on maternity leave after
attending a charity gala focused on
encouraging young people into the
trades.

“I'wanted to create something
that was fun but also purposeful,
something that could inspire kids,
especially those who might not
have the easiest start in life,” she
said.

Noble, who continues to work
full time in banking, said the
project was driven by a desire to
give back to the community and
provide opportunities for children
whose families might be struggling
financially.

“I'm really lucky, I love my job,
we're doing okay, and we don’t
go without,” she said. “But I know
that’s not everyone’s reality. I
think about the parents who are
struggling just to pay for groceries
or power. The idea that their kids
might miss out on something as
simple as play because of that, I
couldn’t shake it

Safe, hands-on learning

The Little Rides digger is
mounted on a trailer and can be
set up within minutes.

Once installed, children
climb a short set of stairs, strap
in and operate the digger using
two simple levers, digging
and scooping sand within the
boundaries of a built-in sandpit.

The machine has been
modified to run at slower speeds
with restricted movement, and

Angel Nobel, with sons Charlie (left) age
18 months and Archie (four), launched

Little Rides in May after attending a

charity gala focused on encouraging young
PHOTOS SUPPLIED

people into trades.

additional safety features include
weight sensors, seatbelts and
automatic stops.

The ride is suitable for adults
too, with many parents taking the
chance to try their hand at the
controls.

The concept is believed to be the
only one of its kind in New Zealand
and one of only two in Australasia.

“With such a strong rural culture
here, you'd think someone would
have done it before,” Noble said.
“But it means we get to bring
something completely new to
families.”

Building futures

While the digger ride is a source
of entertainment, Noble hopes it
will also spark interest in trades and
machinery among young people.

Children as young as two - right through to

“Maybe it’s their first experience
of machinery, or the first time they
realise they're capable of doing
something on their own,” she said.
“Every ‘1did it” moment matters.”

With plans to import additional
rides and expand community
outreach, Noble said Little Rides
was just getting started.

“It might look like charity work
from the outside, but for us it’s
about joy.

“It’s about meeting incredible
kids and families, hearing their
stories, and creating moments
they’ll never forget.”

Little Rides offers four-hour
private hires from $220, with
all profits used to fund free
community visits. Bookings and
more information are available at
www.littlerides.co.nz.

PROMOTANT

pasture growth

0508-GIBB-GRO

GIBB-GRO GROWTH

Promotes quick

Only $6.50 per hectare
+ GST delivered

(442 247) » www.gibb-gro.co.nz

“The Proven One”

Scott Kilworth: 021 228 0016

«»@» bloom

hearing specialists

END OF YEAR

TRADEIN

A Kilworths Insurance Plan will minimise risk in the areas of:
& Farmers & Rural Risk Protection
# Personal Risk Protection

+ KiwiSaver

For over 50 years we’ve been bringing a personal approach to insurance and investment.
Your security is assured with the best products available for your situation.

We provide comprehensive options to protect your family, farming & business operation — and we can work
with you to establish a funding solution for succession of the next generation of family members.

PH: 03 307 8000 | Level 2, 73 Burnett St, Ashburton

| James Cochrane: 027 333 5621 | kilworths.co.nz/insurance/rural-insurance

# Business Risk Protection

Tired of uncomfortable,

bulky hearing aids that sound
unnatural and lack the latest
connectivity and tech features

you need?

SOUNDSLIKE IT'S TIME
TOTRADE IN AND SAVE
UPTO0$2000.

Phone 03 308 9109
Corner Cass and Havelock St
(use Cass St entrance)

Honda Service
Store Ashburton

adults - can experience driving a digger first-
hand in a safe and controlled environment.

Little Rides’ diggers are hired
privately with funds used to
provide the ride-on experience
for children who may otherwise
miss out.

BOOK IN FOR YOUR SERVICE WITH

MALCOLM LOVETT
AUTOMOTIVE LTD

8am to 5pm Monday to Friday.
Can pick up / deliver your

vehicle.

NEW
CUSTOMERS
WELCOME

Located in
Ashburton, Blenheim,

Fendalton, Greymouth,
Halswell, Rangiora,
Stoke & Westport

Call to book an appointment
0800 522 422

Visit bloomhearing.co.nz
*T&Cs apply.




Charred
Meatballs
with Peanut

Chilli crack

Recipe courtesy Nadia Lim

flavour. Ideally cooked on the BBQ for that smoky

char, they're lifted to new heights by the addictive
Peanut Chilli Crack — a spicy, salty, crunchy topping that
brings heat and texture to every bite. Serve with noodles
and lettuce cups, or straight from the pan with a cold beer.
A true crowd-pleaser.

These Vietnamese-inspired meatballs are packed with

Serves 4-6:

o Prep time: 45 minutes
o Cook time: 15 minutes

Peanut chilli crack:

o Y cup roasted peanuts

o 1 clove garlic, thinly sliced

o 1 teaspoon finely grated ginger 1 Tablespoon chilli
flakes

« 1 Tablespoon soy sauce

o 1 Teaspoon brown sugar

Meatballs:

o 2 shallots, finely diced
« 1 stalk lemongrass, finely chopped (optional)

« 3 cloves garlic, minced

» 1 Tablespoon finely grated ginger 800g lamb, pork, or
chicken mince (or a combination)

o 1 Tablespoon soy sauce

» 12 Tablespoon fish sauce 172 teaspoons brown sugar

Noodles:

« 250g vermicelli noodles 1 teaspoon sesame oil

Chilli lime dressing:

o 1 red chilli, finely chopped

e juice of 2 limes

2 Tablespoons sweet chilli sauce
o 2 Tablespoons fish sauce

¢ 2 Tablespoons water

Apple carrot slaw:

¢ 1 apple, cut into fine matchsticks 2 carrots, coarsely

- LIFLSTYLLEE

grated
« 100g mung bean sprouts
e 1 bunch fresh mint, chopped

TO SERVE (optional)

o leaves of 1 large cos lettuce, lime wedges
o fresh coriander
o crispy fried shallots

Method:

1. Finely chop or pulse the peanuts in a food processor
until coarsely crushed. Heat a generous drizzle of
oil in a small pan over low heat. Add the garlic and
ginger, and sizzle gently for 1 minute. Stir in the
crushed peanuts and chilli flakes and cook for another
30 seconds. Add soy sauce and sugar, mix well, and
remove from heat. Set aside to cool and crisp up.

2. Finely dice the shallots and lemongrass (if using),
and add the garlic and ginger. Alternatively, blitz
everything in a food processor to form a rough paste.

3.1In a large bowl, combine shallot mixture with the
mince, soy sauce, fish sauce, and brown sugar. Mix
well. Use a tablespoon measure to portion and roll
into balls, then flatten slightly. Cook on a hot BBQ,
or in a large cast-iron or a non-stick frypan over
medium-high heat until nicely charred and cooked
through, about 2-3 minutes per side.

4. Place vermicelli in a heatproof bowl or pot. Pour over
boiling water to cover and let sit for 5 minutes, stirring
occasionally, until soft. Drain noodles, rinse under
cold water, and snip in a few places with kitchen
scissors to shorten the strands. Toss with sesame oil to
prevent sticking.

5. To make the dressing, in a small bowl, mix together
chilli, lime juice, sweet chilli sauce, fish sauce and
water.

6. Toss apple, carrot, bean sprouts and mint together in
a bowl. Drizzle with half the Chilli Lime Dressing and
toss to combine.

7. Serve the meatballs alongside bowls/plates of
vermicelli noodles, lettuce leaves, Apple Carrot Slaw,
remaining dressing, and the Peanut Chilli Crack. Serve
with lime wedges, fresh coriander and a sprinkle of
crispy fried shallots if desired.

Let everyone serve themselves.

Images and text extracted from Nadia’s Farm Kitchen by
Nadia Lim, published by Nude Food Inc, RRP $55. Available
at all good bookstores or from www.nadialim.com

For any quote or inquires contact us on

03308 4816

Or call into the yard at
205 Wilkins Rd, Tinwald, Ashburton

* Concrete Water/Feed Troughs © Precast Panels * Water Tanks/ Effluent Tanks © Silage Pits
* Concrete Bunkers © Weeping Walls © Pivot Bridges * Wingwalls ¢ Concrete Pipes © Killing Sheds

www.hanhamconcrete.co.nz

info@hanhamconcrete.co.nz

The perfect location for your event...

www.skitime.co.nz | (03) 302 8398
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With over 40 years of building exceptional homes, we
deliver quality you can trust. Unsure where to begin?
Call us today to secure your 2026 start.

SAM MILLAR 027 464 1042
sam@millarconstruction.co.nz
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Sponsored Content

For effective insect control, every square

millimetre of cover counts

GRAVITY-DEFYING DU-WETT®
GIVES PROTECTION - EVEN ON LEAVES UNDERSIDES

Adjuvant Lead, says insects, by their nature
are all over the place. "They’re not that easy
to pin down.”

Nor, it turns out, easy to combat. That’s despite
excellent chemistries being available.

Pieter says there’s not one bit of the leaves on
crops including forage brassicas, fodder beet,
maize and cereals that isn’t vulnerable to insect
attack. He adds insecticides, however efficacious,
combined with water, are not enough to deliver
effective coverage and protection. “Too often,
sprays don't actually get to the intended target.

“The traditional school of thought was that using
more water would improve spray coverage. That’s
not actually the case. To have the highest level of
efficacy, the highest level of coverage is essential.
'The ideal is to cover every square millimetre of the
target surface.”

Pieter says there is a solution.

“Super spreader Du-Wett reduces the surface
tension of spray droplets - which is key. One spray
droplet containing Du-Wett can provide up to 20
times the spread of the insecticide active compared
to an insecticide applied without an adjuvant, and
at least 6-8 times compared to a conventional,
non-ionic surfactant. Many other adjuvants just
don't get into all the nooks and crannies.”

In addition, Pieter adds, Du-Wett has capillary
action - transferring insecticides to the leaves’
undersides. “Otherwise, insecticides will typically
just drip oft the tip of the foliage and onto the
ground. That causes waste and exposes the crop
to insect damage.

“The active in any insecticide needs to be present
on the plant surface to maximise insect control.
Du-Wett means you get as close as possible to

Pieter Van Der Westhuizen, UPL. NZ Ltd

Adding Du-Wett Super-Spreader to your insecticide sprays ensures optimum coverage and spread of hard to

wet crops (e.g., forage, cereals).

100% coverage of the plant without stomatal
infiltration. Almost every last tasty morsel of the
plant gets protection.”

Pieter says around a 20% reduction in spray
drift can also be achieved using Du-Wett. This
potentially extends the spray application window
and delivers greater certainty of spray targeting.
“Aside from, again, reducing waste, it’s part of
being a good neighbour and respecting our
environment. It also makes life easier for spray
contractors and optimises their use of equipment
and time.”

Du-Wett it is compatible with a whole range of
commonly used insecticides including Sparta®,
Exirel® and Aphidex®.

Pieter acknowledges that everyone in the
industry is cost conscious right now, but he says
Du-Wett will easily pay for itself. “You get the
most out of every drop of the spray. We get a lot of
positive feedback on that. Du-Wett means sprays
can deliver to their full potential.”

Pieter says, particularly with helicopter and
drone application where low water volume is a
definite advantage, Du-Wett provides significant

savings. “With Du-Wett you cover a greater area
faster, with a much-reduced water volume and still
get better protection for the crop.”

White butterfly, diamondback moths, aphids
and nysius (which also attacks fodder beet and
forage brassicas) are all likely to be threats.

In maize, Pieter says there’s a very real potential
for FAW (fall army worm) to be out there and
spreading rapidly if it’s not tackled effectively early
on. “The female moth drops eggs, and the little
larvae spin silk threads which carry them across
the paddock.” Unchecked it can result in almost
total infestation. While New Zealand has always
had corn earworm and tropical army worm, FAW
takes the potential for destruction to a whole new
level. “They’re a terrible pest.”

This season is not Du-Wett’s first rodeo. The
product is the brainchild of Elliott Chemicals
Limited (now UPL NZ) which began work on
adjuvants in this country more than two decades
ago. Approved in 1996, Du-Wett is backed by
years of dedicated research and development.

Pieter  says its  recommended  that
Du-Wett be used at 200 mL/ha for most
insecticides, except for Attack® (then use at
300 ml/ha) and chlorpyrifos (recommended use
250 mL/ha).

Water volumes are 50-250 L/ha for ground

applications and 50-100 L/ha for aerial
applications.
Optimum  spreading and wetting from

Du-Wett will occur between pH 5 and pH 9.

For more information on getting the
most out of insecticides with Du-Wett talk to
your local technical advisor or contact Pieter
Van Der Westhuizen, UPL NZ Adjuvant Lead,
at 021 392 740.

Amp-up your spray
application

Maximise coverage, efficiencies and savings

Du-Wett® delivers superior spreading using less water. That
saves time, labour, and fuel. And because Du-Wett optimises
efficacy, you get the most out of every cent you spend on

your spray programme.

69

DusWett

SUPER-SPREADER

- UPL




	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0001
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0002
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0003
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0004
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0005
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0006
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0007
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0008
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0009
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0010
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0011
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0012
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0013
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0014
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0015
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0016
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0017
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0018
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0019
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0020
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0021
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0022
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0023
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0024
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0025
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0026
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0027
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0028
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0029
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0030
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0031
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0032
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0033
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0034
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0035
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0036
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0037
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0038
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0039
	GUR-ED1-ZN-20251126-0040

